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Army National Guard 
recently stated that 
84,000 warriors have 
joined our National 
Guard – thanks to 
the G-RAP program. 

I want to thank all 
of you for not only 
making the South 
Dakota National 
Guard the best organization in the nation, but 
for your friendship. The hardest part about 
leaving is missing all the great friends I have 
made in the Air and Army National Guard. 

In closing, I would like to recognize 
individuals and units for their outstanding 
leadership and accepting the challenge to keep 
our organization the premier operational force 
in the world. 

Lt. Col. Andy Gerlach and the 152nd CSSB 
for attaining an Estimated Time of Separation 
(ETS) extension rate of 89.66 percent, and Lt. 
Col. Tony Verchio and the 139th BSB for an 
overall attrition rate of 12.03 percent.

Congratulations to Capt. Kerry Engelmann 
and Co. A, 139th BSB for winning the G-RAP 
check in the 196th MEB. Congratulations to 
Lt. Col. Andy Gerlach (CSSB HQ) and CW3 
Beckler (147th Army Band) for winning the G-
RAP for the 109th RSG.

God bless every one of you for your service 
to our nation – where tonight I can go to bed 
in the land of the free thanks to you...the brave!

readiness than in 
the past. This will 
necessitate better 
utilization of the time 
for training on both 
the supervisors and 
the military member. 
We will all have to 
look for areas we can 
gain new efficiencies in our training programs. 

With all of these changes, there is one thing 
that will never change in the National Guard, 
and that is the great people our organization is 
able to attract. 

We are so fortunate to have the quality 
individuals we have and there is no doubt in my 
mind that we will be able to successfully adapt 
to any changes that come down the road. 

maj. Gen. Steven Doohen

I am retiring May 2, 2009. There, I said 
it, however, it still doesn’t make it any 
easier to leave a great organization and 

the fantastic group of professionals who have 
made this organization what it is today. While 
retirement isn’t a word I like to use, I also 
know for any organization to grow, it must 
change. An important part of change is new 
ideas and a new culture which is created by 
new leadership. The culture will not change 
over time but must continue to morph for us 
to remain viable for future missions. 

When I joined the South Dakota National 
Guard after leaving active duty, it certainly 
wasn’t the Guard we belong to today, but 
was much simpler and more relaxed. Our 
biggest worry was if another Rapid City Flood 
would occur or if we would be called out for 
snow removal – missions we are still prepared 
to exercise when called by our Governor. 
Our focus today is one of preparedness for 
the Global War on Terrorism. When we 
transformed from a strategic force to an 
operational force, we lost a simpler life, but the 
world we live in today isn’t simple. 

I think about the quality of Soldiers and 
leaders in our organization today. Not wanting 
to take anything away from the individuals 
who made this organization great, but today’s 
warrior is as complex as the world he or she 
must fight. The new GI-Bill and G-RAP have 
encouraged individuals to look closer at our 
Guard. Lt. Gen. Clyde Vaughn, chief of the 

The military culture of the South Dakota 
Army and Air National Guard has 
changed dramatically over the last 

few years. We have changed from a strategic 
reserve, where we were used very sparingly, to 
an operational force that is being used on a 
reoccurring basis. 

We can argue the merits of this change in 
policy as to whether it is good or bad for our 
organization, but one thing seems clear, and 
that is the National Guard will continue to 
play a major role in the defense of our country. 
Because of this increased reliance on the Guard, 
we as a military organization must be open to 
new ways of doing business to accommodate 
these changes. 

One area that is affected very dramatically 
is our level of readiness training. Soldiers 
and Airmen must remain at a higher state of 

       The ADjuTAnT GenerAl 

Brig. Gen. Keith Corbett

       ASSISTAnT ADjuTAnT GenerAl–Army
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Become a member of the Honor Guard
In order to meet the increasing demand for 
military funeral honors, the Honor Guard 
wants you to join our team!  We currently 
have teams in Sioux Falls, Rapid City, Mitchell, 
and Miller with plans to expand into more 
communities.

Who is eligible to become a member?
• Any South Dakota Army National Guard 

Soldier in good standing may join. 
• This includes M-Day Soldiers, military 

technicians, and AGR Soldiers. 
• Soldier must be in compliance with AR 600-9 

The Army Weight Control Program.

Benefits of becoming a member!
• M-Day Soldiers and military technicians 

may receive pay and retirement points for 
training and performance of Military Funeral 
Honors. 

• Receive dress blues upon completion of 
required training. 

• The personal satisfaction of honoring those 
who served.

If you would like more information and 
become a member call:  (605)737-6927/6933

SDARNG MilitARy 
FuNeRAl HoNoRS

“Honoring those 
Who Served”



act contains samples of 
all aerobatic maneuvers 
performed with a glider 
to include outside loops, 
snap rolls, tail slides, 
rolling turn, vertical 8, 
and inverted spin.

mIChAel WISKuS AIrShoWS
michael Wiskus airshows features the lucas oil pitts 
(pitts s1-11b ss modified) with a 310 hp power plant 
performing at 195 mph with a 4,000 fpm climb. 

SIerrA hoTel AIr ShoWS
sierra Hotel air shows features steve falon and the 
pitts special (s1s0). during the air show routine, the 
airplane will meet its design limits of plus 6gs and  
negative 3gs. While maneuvering, the aircraft speeds 
will vary from almost 200 mph to zero.

The VAnGuArD SquADron
the vanguard squadron flies a dazzling four-ship 
formation aerobatic air show with the rv-3a aircraft 
using 100 percent ethanol. the squadron has been flying 
together since 1993.

CommemorATIVe AIr ForCe (CAF) 
mISS mITChell B-25 
thia is a World War ii aircraft flown by the WWii hero 
Jimmy doolittle and his raiders and made famous by 
the movie “thirty seconds over tokyo.”

P-51 GunFIGhTer
the p-51 was designed by the north american aviation 
Company in 1940 from specifications provided by the 
british government. more than 15,000 mustangs were 
produced with about 140 existing today in museums, 
flying or under restoration. during WWii combat 
conditions, pilots confirmed speeds of 600 mph in a 
vertical dive in pursuit of enemy aircraft with both pilot 
and aircraft surviving to fly and fight another day. the 
p-51 originally cost the u.s. government $51,000 each 
and were sold at surplus auction, as late as 1959, for 
$1,490. today, depending upon condition, it would be 
valued in excess of $1,000,000. 

The SouTh DAKoTA AIr nATIonAl GuArD F-16
the fighting falcon has been flown by the men and 
women of the 114th fighter Wing since 1991. the f-16 is 
a compact, multi-role fighter used in both air-to-air 
combat and air-to-surface attacks. 

Sioux Falls Airshow, Inc. and the 
South Dakota Air National Guard 
will be hosting a free airshow/open 

house on July 25-26, 2009 from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. each day.

The airshow will feature a variety of 
civilian and military acts culminating with 
the Blue Angels–U.S. Navy’s Demonstration 
Squadron.

In addition to the air show, the planned 
open house will feature many static displays 
of civilian and military aircraft, old and 
new. Additionally, a free children’s area will 
be available featuring inflatable activities. 
Food vendors will be available on site. Bus 
transportation will be available from off-site 
parking areas at a nominal fee. 

For additional and ongoing information 
visit www.siouxfallsairshow.com. 

The Blue AnGelS
the blue angels fly the boeing f/a-18 Hornet at speeds 
between 120 and 700 mph at altitudes ranging from 50 
to 15,000 feet. the ‘sneak pass’ involves both the lowest 
altitude (50 feet) and highest speed (700 mph). the 
name ‘blue angels’ originated from a famous new York 
nightclub. 

uS Army PArAChuTe TeAm-The GolDen KnIGhTS
in 1959, 13 men joined together to form the strategic 
army Corps sport parachute team, to compete in the, 
then communist dominated, sport of skydiving. the 
team did so well that on June 1, 1961, the army officially 
recognized, designated and activated the team as 
the u.s. army parachute team. the team is currently 
composed of two teams known as the black and gold 
demonstration teams.

john KlATT AIrShoWS
 John Klatt airshows brings world-class aerobatics to 
air shows across america. the air national guard has 
teamed with Klatt to bring a truly unique experience. 
there are no other venues like Klatt flying air shows 
today. on weekends, he flies air shows; during the week, 
he’s a professional pilot for a major national carrier. His 
third flying job is as maj. John Klatt in the cockpit of an 
air national guard f-16.

mAnFreD rADIuS AIrShoWS
 it’s the ultimate in glider aerobatics. With a variety of 
acts, the ‘ultimate’ demonstrates the capabilities of 
the fully-aerobatic sailplane to the fullest. this unique 

       ASSISTAnT ADjuTAnT GenerAl–AIr

Brig. Gen. David holman
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embedded training 
Team returns from 
Afghanistan
RAPID CITY, S.D. – Ten Soldiers from 
the South Dakota Army National Guard’s 
Embedded Training Team ‘Coyote One’ 
arrived home at four separate South Dakota 
armories on Saturday, Jan. 3, after spending 
a year-long deployment to Afghanistan in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. 
 Three additional Soldiers from the team 
arrived home later in January and one team 
member has volunteered to extend his tour 
for three months, and is expected home in 
April.
 The team deployed in January 2008 with 
the assigned mission to provide training and 
mentorship to the Afghanistan National 
Army and Police and was stationed at 
various locations throughout the country.
 South Dakota embedded training team 
‘Coyote one’ accomplishments:
•	Conducted	more	than	500	combat	
patrols, traveling more than 50,000 miles 
throughout Afghanistan. 
•	Provided	artillery	fire-direction	control	

support for the first indirect fire mission 
conducted by the 4th Kandak, Afghan 
National Army.
•	Mentored	the	1st	and	4th	Kandak,	
Afghan National Army, through a 
professional validation program.
•	Trained	a	commando	unit	of	the	
Afghan National Army’s 209th Corps, and 
conducted the first three air-assault missions 
in the history of the Afghan National Army.
•	Designed	and	managed	the	construction	of	
one Afghan National Army and three Afghan 
National Police forward operating bases.
•	Managed	logistics	for	the	Afghan	National	
Police School, successfully graduating more 
than 400 Afghan National Police patrolmen.  
•	Mentored	two	Afghan	National	Police	
districts through a professional validation 
program. 

Guard Soldier returns 
home from iraq
RAPID CITY, S.D. – Specialist Adam 
Palmiotto, a member of Detachment 2, 
235th Military Police Company in Sioux 
Falls, returned home on Sunday, Jan. 11, 
after spending more than nine months in 

Iraq with the 191st Military Police Company 
from North Dakota in support of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. 
 Spc. Palmiotto served in multiple quick 
reaction force and security missions while 
deployed and earned the Combat Action 
Badge for his service. 

hoffman returns from 
deployment
RAPID CITY, S.D. – Captain Becky 
Hoffman, Sioux Falls, arrived home on 
Thursday, Feb. 19, at the Sioux Falls Airport 
after serving more than nine months in 
Southwest Asia in support of Operations 
Iraqi and Enduring Freedom.
 Hoffman deployed as a member of South 
Dakota National Guard’s 88th Troop 
Command, and mobilized with a logistics 
team on June 18, 2008, with a primary 
mission of managing Soldier equipment 
distribution for U.S. Central Command 
(USCENTCOM).
 Hoffman served as an operations officer 
to the Army’s Rapid Fielding Initiative for 
overseas operations in the USCENTCOM 
area of responsibility.

4d a K o t a  p a C K  m a g a Z i n e
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“It really does take everyone to make sure 
the company is successful,” said Paulsen. “It 
really is one team.” 

He encouraged the men and women to 
continue training hard. 

“You never know when the call is going to 
come,” said Paulsen. “As it comes, we need 
to be prepared for that.” 

Thomson, a Madison native, was educated 
at South Dakota State University and 
received his commission in 2002. He has 
been a member of HSC, 153rd Engineer 
Battalion, since he joined the National 
Guard in 1996. 

He deployed to Iraq with Parkston-Platte’s 
Company C in 2004. The Soldiers came 
home in February 2005. 

Thomson is the full-time battalion 
administrative officer based in Huron. 

The engineer battalion recently finished a 
transformation from a 400-Soldier battalion 
to an 800-Soldier battalion in charge of all 
aspects of engineering. The change meant 
an increase in battalion strength and more 
variety in engineer assets. 

After assuming command of the company, 
Thomson told the Soldiers that they are very 
important to him. 

“I just want you guys to know I’m up to 
the challenge and I’m looking forward to 
working with each and every one of you,” he 
said. 

Paulsen said his time as company 
commander was enjoyable and challenging. 

“It was very much a learning experience 
for me, and I cannot think of a better 
company to command than HSC, 153rd 
here in Huron, South Dakota,” he said.

SMp cadets commissioned
BROOKINGS, S.D. — South Dakota State 
University continues to uphold a high 
standard in commissioning high-quality 
officers into the Army National Guard.   

SDSU commissioned six new lieutenants 
in December and out of those, four were 
Simultaneous Membership Program (SMP) 
cadets, three of which will remain in the 
South Dakota National Guard.

The four individuals were 2nd Lt. Michael 
Opbroek and 2nd Lt. Tyler Gerlach of the 
139th Brigade Support Battalion, and 2nd 
Lt. Benjamin Hoffman and 2nd Lt. Brandon 
Frerichs of 1st Battalion, 147th Field Artillery.

Col. Michael Herman, SDSU professor of 
Military Science, said during the ceremony 

Bierle takes command of 
the 216th engineer Det.
STURGIS, S.D. – Second Lieutenant Billi Jo 
Bierle, Sturgis, took command of the 216th 
Engineer Detachment (Fire-Fighting Team), 
South Dakota Army National Guard, during 
a change of command ceremony held on 
Saturday, Dec. 6, at the local armory.
 “It’s really exciting and a great opportunity 
to take care of Soldiers,” said Bierle. “I’m 
looking forward to this new challenge.”
 Bierle will also provide command 
oversight of the 451st Engineer Detachment 
(Fire-Fighting Team, Fire Truck) in Sturgis. 
The two units are comprised of 11 Soldiers 
and provide fire-fighting capabilities in a 
military theater of operations and to state 
emergency management agencies during 
wildland-fire emergencies.
 Bierle is taking command from 1st Lt. 
Carol Jordan, of Sundance, Wyo., who will 
now serve as the assistant training officer for 
the 881st Troop Command in Sturgis.

Thomson assumes 
command of hSC, 153rd 
By Roger Larsen
HURON, S.D. – Capt. Jason Thomson 
of Huron has his sights set on continuing 
a tradition of quality training as he takes 
command of the South Dakota Army 
National Guard’s Headquarters Support 
Company, 153rd Engineer Battalion. 
 “It’s been awhile since we’ve been 
deployed and the biggest thing is to make 
sure that we’re ready,” Thompson said in an 
interview after a Saturday morning company 
change of command ceremony at the armory 
in Huron. 
 “We just got through the transformation 
and now it’s just holding people accountable 
for their jobs and making sure that they’re 
ready to take their Soldiers back if we get 
another call-up,” said Thomson. 
 Capt. Thomas Paulsen, of Wakonda, was 
company commander for about the last 18 
months. 
 “It’s time for me to move on and try 
something new, try some new challenges in 
the South Dakota Guard,” Paulsen told the 
Soldiers. 
 Thanking the troops and staff, he said the 
National Guard is a team effort, and a result 
of that was the company had a perfect safety 
record under his watch. 

of the vast amount of experience and 
knowledge brought to the “West Point of 
the Plains Battalion” was by those in the 
National Guard.
 SDSU cadets in the National Guard 
build their leadership skills within their 
units as well. SMP cadets are usually placed 
in positions of added responsibility such as 
platoon leader assistants. Often times, they 
fill key leadership roles during their annual 
training. 
 One SMP, Cadet Tanner Christensen, has 
been activated twice in the last year; once 
to New Orleans in support of Hurricane 
Gustav and again for the Presidential 
Inauguration Ceremony. 
 “I am fortunate and always take advantage 
of extra opportunities that develop me as a 
leader,” said Christensen.  
  “The SMP cadets bring a lot of great 
character and experience to the cadet 
battalions,” said 2nd Lt. Steven Richards, 
SDSU cadre member. “Their prior service, 
deployments, and life experiences give them 
knowledge they willingly share with younger 
and less experienced cadets who just came 
straight out of the civilian world.”  
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By roger C. anderson
Information Officer

RAPID CITY, S.D. – The South Dakota 
Army National Guard named Sgt. Leroy 
Lockwood Jr., Rapid City, as the Soldier of 
the Year and Sgt. Jackson Moeller, Ames, 
Iowa, as the Noncommissioned Officer of 
the Year. Each award is the top honor for 
both the enlisted and noncommissioned 
officer corps within the state’s Army 
National Guard.

“These two individuals simply astounded 
the review board,” said State Command 
Sgt. Maj. Michael Bekaert. “Every year, I am 
amazed at the quality of Soldiers within our 
organization.”

Experience and confidence were the 
characteristics that separated these two from 
the other top competitors, said Bekaert.

“I am very proud of the NCOs and 
Soldiers that made it to the state boards,” 
said Bekaert, acting president of the state 

Soldier and nCo of the year selected
board selection 
committee. “To 
make it this 
far is quite an 
accomplishment.”

Bekaert said that 
the competitors 
had already made it 
through three levels 
of competition 
beginning at 
the company, to 
battalion and the 

major command level boards. The final 
state board was conducted on Jan. 26, at the 
Regional Training Institute in Sioux Falls. 
The five Soldiers that competed for the 
top award represented the best out of the 
more than 3,300 Soldiers within the South 
Dakota Army National Guard.

Sgt. Lockwood and Moeller will now 
go on to the 2009 Northwest Regional 
Competition, where they will compete 

against selected 
Soldiers from 
seven different 
states within the 
surrounding region. 
National Guard 
commands from 
Alaska, Montana, 
Washington, North 
Dakota, Idaho, 
Oregon, and 
Wyoming will send 
their best to the 

regional competition scheduled for May 14-
17, at Fort Lewis, Wash.

Competitors for the regional competition 
will have to be prepared to demonstrate 
their proficiency in 27 separate military 
tasks. Tasks range from military counseling 
and supply economy to day and night 
land navigation. Competitors will also be 
required to take the Army Physical Fitness 
Test, perform fist-aid, qualify on the M16A2 
rifle, and write an essay on a military topic 
provided on the first day of the competition.

“Most Soldiers do not understand how 
demanding this five-day competition can be,”

said Bekaert. “They still have a lot of hard 
work ahead of them.”  

Winners of this next event will move on to 
the U.S. Army Forces Command NCO and 
Soldier of the Year Competition scheduled 
in August at Fort Benning, Ga.

Those competing at the state competition 
also included Spc. Ethan Grover, 155th 
Engineer Company, Rapid City; Sgt. Brian 
Morgan, Joint Force Headquarters, Rapid 
City; Sgt. Paul Ebsen, 211th Engineer 
Company (Sapper), Madison; and Sgt. Lee 
Lohft, 196th Regiment (Regional Training 
Institute), Sturgis.

6d a K o t a  p a C K  m a g a Z i n e
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Sgt. leroy lockwood jr. 
Soldier of the year

Sgt. jackson moeller
nCo of the year

“These two individuals simply 
astounded the review board. 
every year, I am amazed at the 
quality of Soldiers within our 
organization.”

— State Command Sgt. maj. 
michael Bekaert
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By Maj. Brendan Murphy
State Public Affairs Officer

STURGIS, S.D. – For 32 years, the unclaimed 
ashes of a South Dakota veteran rested 
peacefully on the shelf of an Aberdeen funeral 
home – waiting for a dignified burial.

On Monday, Feb. 9, the cremated remains 
of that long-time Aberdeen resident and 
World War II veteran, Leonard L. Sloan, were 
interred with full military honors at the Black 
Hills National Cemetery near Sturgis.

“This is a great honor to lay him to rest in 
a national shrine,” said Sara Elton, director of 
the Black Hills National Cemetery.

The discovery was made after a determined 
search headed by John Moisan, special 
projects coordinator for Gov. Mike Rounds. 
Moisan, who had watched a “Missing in 
America Project” video presentation, put out 
a statewide inquiry to search for unclaimed, 
cremated remains of South Dakota veterans.

One such query reached Shriver’s 
Memorial Mortuary and Crematory in 
Aberdeen, revealing that Sloan’s unclaimed 
remains had been tucked away for more than 
three decades.

“I really feel good about our effort to finally 
provide these veterans with an honorable 
burial,” said Moisan. “Yet at the same time, 
I’m sad that it has taken all these years to put 
them to rest.”

In Aberdeen, an archived obituary shows 
that Sloan was born at Ipswich, in 1910 and 
worked many years as a pressman for the 
Aberdeen American News Co. His wife, 
Margaret, also worked at the newspaper.

An 18-year-old Sloan enlisted in the 
National Guard at Aberdeen on Jan. 24, 
1928, as a member of Battery A, 147th Field 
Artillery. He was commissioned as a second 
lieutenant in 1939 and served on active duty 
from November 1940 to January 1946 in the 
Pacific campaign. 

Dell Griffin, former American News editor, 
said the pressroom had a tight-knit group of 

veterans who served together in WWII with 
Battery A.

“I’m sure they could tell you a lot more 
about Lenny,” said Griffin. “But quite 
honestly, I’m shocked to find out that he has 
not been laid to rest after all these years.”

While in combat, Sloan moved through 
the ranks and became a major in 1944. He 
went on to serve as commander of Battery A 
and was the commander of the 260th Field 
Artillery Battalion for about a month before 
the unit was disbanded at the end of the war. 
Sloan resigned from the National Guard in 
December 1947, entered the Army Reserve 
and was promoted to lieutenant colonel.

“I was really humbled when we found proof 
that Lt. Col. Sloan was a member of our very 
own South Dakota Guard family,” said Bob 
Sack, military and funeral honors coordinator 
for state’s Army National Guard. “His service 
to our country should be honored.”

Sloan retired from his civilian job in 1972 
and died on July 17, 1977. 

According to funeral documents, Sloan 
was married to Margaret Birch in 1945 and 
had one son, Lansing, who was listed at the 
time as living in Livermore, Calif., and one 
daughter, Elizabeth, who lived then in New 
Brighton, Minn. Also listed at the time of 
his death was a sister, Helen, who married 
Wes Jeffrey of Ipswich,  and three surviving 
brothers, John of Hot Springs,  William of 
Aberdeen, and Merl of Torrance, Calif.

unclaimed 
WWii Veteran’s 
remains laid to 
rest after 32 years

Sergeant 1st Class eric Christopherson of the South 
Dakota national Guard’s military Funeral honors 
Team renders a salute to the remains of lt. Col. 
leonard l. Sloan on monday, Feb. 9, at the Black hills 
national Cemetery. Sloan, a member of Battery A, 
147th Field Artillery, South Dakota Army national 
Guard, who died in 1977, was finally buried 32 years 
after his death. his remains were discovered after a 
statewide inquiry to search for unclaimed, cremated 
remains of South Dakota veterans.
(army photo by Capt. anthony deiss)

major Brendan murphy of the South Dakota 
national Guard, pays his respects to the remains 
of lt. Col. leonard l. Sloan who was laid to rest 
on monday, Feb. 9, at the Black hills national 
Cemetery, as cemetery staff bury the WWII 
veteran. (army photo by Capt. anthony deiss)
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The GuArD STOry

By Staff Sgt. Miranda Skiles
114th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. – Overseas deployments seem to be getting 
longer and more frequent for South Dakota Air National Guard 
members. The latest group of Airmen to take their turn in the line of 
duty hails from the 114th Civil Engineer Squadron (CES).
 The 114th CES PRIME BEEF (Base Engineer Emergency Force) 
team recently deployed 52 Airmen to Southwest Asia to work on 
numerous projects to support combat airpower in the Global War on 
Terror.
 The deployment took place in five phases with the first and largest 
group leaving shortly after Christmas and the rest at the beginning of 
January. Those deployed will be overseas approximately six months.
 Of those Airmen, four are full-time technicians. The other 48 are 
traditional Guard members, and includes six college students. 
 At home and abroad, CES performs several functions to maintain 
critical facilities. Examples include: plumbing, carpentry, power 
production, electrical work, emergency management, supply, 
engineering and project management, liquid fuels, heavy equipment 
operations and heating/ventilation/air conditioning (HVAC). It will 
also continue to support on-going joint planning with other U.S. and 
host nation services.
 Almost half of the members are deploying for their second time to 
Southwest Asia, but for Master Sgt. Tonja Jorenby, the trip marks her 
third long deployment overseas. She says deployments are a chance 
to really do the job she’s trained to do...to make the base better for 
everyone it serves.
 At the mobilization ceremony at Joe Foss Field on Dec. 6, Col. 
Russ Walz said the 114th’s training has prepared it to be “the 
best squadron in the best Air Force in the world.” Jorenby agrees 
saying the 114th CES is a good crew and will do a fine job on this 
deployment.
 In 2004, the SDANG Engineers and Emergency Management 
Flight were chosen as ‘Most Outstanding’ within the Air National 
Guard and Air Force Reserve.   

CeS deploys to 
maintain base facilities 
in Southwest asia
maintain base facilities 

master Sgt. Tonja jorenby is congratulated on her choice to deploy by lt. Col. 
Alvin Punt, 114th Civil engineer Squadron commander. jorenby will be making 
her third trip to Southwest Asia in support of operation Iraqi Freedom.

master Sgt. Daniel mcneil and master Sgt. Patrick ellingson stand during the 
roll call for the 114th Civil engineer Squadron on Dec. 6, 2008, during the unit’s 
mobilization ceremony held at joe Foss Field in Sioux Falls.
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SfS conducts annual 
training at Volk field

The GuArD STOry

members of the 114th Security Forces Squadron bundled up to qualify on the 
m-4. Tech. Sgt. Gretchen hansen and Tech. Sgt. jeremy Wajer oversee the range 
and the weapons qualification activities. 

Senior Airman Kelsi larsen serves Tech. Sgt. Patrick marino breakfast
at the Volk Field dining facility during annual training in january.

By Capt. Joe hardin
photos by lt. Col. reid Christopherson
114th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

VOLK FIELD, Wis. – The 114th Security Forces Squadron (SFS) sent 
47 members to Volk Field, Wis., for annual training January 3-17. 
SFS was joined by Capt. Kevin Miller, Ready Augmentee commander, 
who participated alongside its members in all scenarios. In addition, 
eight members of the Services Flight and one motivated Chaplain 
(Lt. Col.) Harrison Lippert also made the trek. The training focus for 
Security Forces was on weapons training, SFS common job skills and 
many other tasks specific to the SFS mission.

“The emphasis of our annual training was on the law enforcement 
functions of security forces,” said Capt. Joe Hardin, squadron 
commander. “That was one of the major roles that we assumed 
on our last overseas deployment. Another important part of the 
training dealt with responding, securing and managing major 
accidents and incidents. Very important training as we head into two 
significant events, the Sioux Falls Air Show and the Unit Compliance 
Inspection.”

SFS utilized some of the latest technology-based virtual trainers 
provided by the Wisconsin National Guard’s Combat Readiness 
Training Center. The Warrior Skills Trainer provided scenarios on a 
giant video screen, troops patrolled in a humvee with a mounted .50-
caliber machine gun, combat convoy operations as well as fire team 
training. The Engagement Skills Trainer provided valuable tactical 
shoot-don’t-shoot training with multiple weapon systems while 
working as a squad-fire team. 

The Wisconsin Counterdrug program’s newly constructed High 
Risk Entry Facility provided the location for SFS members to put it all 
together for an outstanding operational finish.

The Services Flight, led by Senior Master Sgt. Scott Schaeffer, took 
over the kitchen at Volk Field and provided 946 meals to the Airmen. 
Its valuable training in meal planning and execution was concluded 
with a steak fry at the Volk Field Club. 

“The emphasis of our annual training was on 
the law enforcement functions of security 
forces. That was one of the major roles that we 
assumed on our last overseas deployment.”

—  Capt. joe hardin
squadron commander
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techniques to move along the course. Beginning in the 1990’s, the skiing 
technique changed dramatically to a skating motion, the same technique used 
in modern competitions.

The biathletes must be in excellent physical shape, able to perform 
preventive maintenance checks and services on their equipment, shoot 
individually assigned weapons at a target while physically exhausted, work as a 
team, and interact with other Soldiers from all over the country.

“They are great ambassadors of our organization, on a local or 
international level,” said Hansen. “They are physically fit individuals and 
excellent marksmen with a unique ability to train with others using critical 
combat skills.”

This sport is ‘equipment intensive’ and each member of the team must 
be able to maintain everything assigned. It’s like being a member of a squad, 
where each person is held accountable for maintenance and preparation of 
his or her weapon, skis and clothing.

When asked what it takes to be a member of the biathlon team, Hansen 
stated, “We can train marksmanship, but someone has to have background 
in endurance sports. Preferably, each member has high physical fitness scores, 
can run the 2-mile run in 12:30 minutes and down hill or alpine skiing 
experience is preferred, but not required.”

Hansen has been involved in the biathlon program for 20 years, beginning 
in 1989, so he understands the demands on the individuals. Being team 
captain is no small feat and Hansen knows that in order to build a long-
lasting team, he must maintain consistent interest in this sport. He has 
remained faithful to this demanding sport because he and team members 
gain a sense of pride and fellowship that is just as unique as the sport.

“One of the great things about this sport is that this is truly a diplomatic 
mission to build relationships,” said Hansen. “At the international level, we 
keep our competition on the slopes, instead of the battlefield.”

The sport has its origins steeped in exercise for Norwegian Soldiers that is 
used as an alternative method for training for the military. Although the sport 
dates back to the 1860s, the combination of skiing and shooting was not seen 
until the 1928 Olympic Winter Games. The Olympic committee did not 
officially recognize the sport until 1960 and women were allowed in the sport 
at the Albertville Olympic Games in 1992.

Early competitions used high-powered rifles such as the .30-06, and 
7.62mm and used multiple ranges, and various distances. The sport proved 
to be logistically challenging and was standardized in 1978 with a single 
50-meter range using .22 cal. Anschutz German-made, small bore rifle with 
ammunition carried on the weapon.

History has proven to be a challenge for the SDNG Biathlon Team. 
During Operation Desert Storm (1990-1991), the National Guard Bureau 
did not hold any biathlon competitions due to the concentration on the war 
efforts. It is the only time the National Guard Biathlon Program did not 
sponsor a national competition.

South Dakota deployment tempo during 2002-2005 kept the program 
from producing teams, but Hansen took it upon himself to restart the 
program and build the program to the level it is today. 

“The program kind of died during that timeframe because other things 
took priority,” said Hansen.“We could not have gotten where we are today 
without the support of our leadership over the years.” 

One such notable standout from prior years is Spc. Jesse Hansen, a former 
member of the All-Guard Biathlon Team, an international competitor and 
Olympic contender. 

Currently, there are two members of the South Dakota team that have 

techniques to move along the course. Beginning in the 1990’s, the skiing 

SD GuArD BIAThlon TeAm
       mAKeS hISTory

Why We SerVe

RAPID CITY, S.D. – The South Dakota National Guard’s Biathlon team 
captured second place out of 13 states that participated in the 2009 National 
Guard Biathlon Regional Competition held Jan. 28-31, at Camp Ripley, 
Minn.

The nine-member team is the largest in history and consists of Maj. Wyatt 
Hansen, Maj. Jonette Murphy, Maj. Brendan Murphy, 1st Lt. Zach Hague, 
Chief Warrant Officer Andrew Busse, Spc. Alex Baldwin, Pvt. Tyler Weyrich, 
Pvt. Mike Scharn, and coach Sgt. 1st Class Mark Scharn.

This year’s strong showing in Minnesota marked a great improvement over 
last year’s standings. 

“We have a lot of young talent on the team and they have the willingness 
and drive to succeed,” said Hansen. “This team is the largest the South 
Dakota Biathlon Program has ever seen and it is exciting to see such high 
quality and physically capable individuals.”

The biathlon competition consists of a race around a groomed cross-
country skiing trail, where the total distance is broken up by two or four 
shooting rounds – half in the prone position, the other standing. Depending 
on the shooting performance, extra distance or time is added to the 
competitor’s total distance and time. The competitor with the fastest total 
time wins.

The biathlon program in the SDNG has not always been as large as the 2009 
team, nor has it been so young. When the program began back in the early 
1980s, Duke Doering recruited Operational Maintenance Shop mechanics to 
form the first teams.

The sport has evolved immensely over the years. In the early years, the 
athletes used traditional skis, that were longer and used vastly different 

major Wyatt hanson, 
South Dakota national 
Guard Biathlon team 
member, competes 
during the 2001 
national Guard Biathlon 
Championships held in 
Camp ripley, minn.

By Maj. Brendan Murphy
State Public Affairs Officer
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reCruITInG & reTenTIOn

been asked to ski with the All-Guard team, Chief Warrant Officer Andrew 
Busse and Pvt. Tyler Weyrich. Both men put on skate skis for the first time 
more than 13 months ago and have trained during the summer months and 
attended training camps at the Ethan Allen Firing Range in Jericho, Vt. 

“These facilities are top-notch and one of the best training areas in the 
country,” said Busse. “We get trained by professional coaches and endure 
rigorous training to improve our skiing and shooting skills.”

Busse has also traveled to international competitions which include:  
Patagonia, Argentina, Dobbico, Italy, and recently competed in Germany 
with Hansen and Weyrich for an international competition.

“I was introduced to biathlon by my good friend Jesse Hansen,” said Busse. 
“I also admire the dedication and passion that he has for the sport and that is 
a big reason why I wanted to be a part of this team.”

Busse recently finished 13th out of 35 international competitors in 
Dobbiaco, Italy, where he also finished in first place among the Americans. 

“The team has a lot of potential,” said Busse. “Everyone has the 
willingness and drive to succeed and that comes down to having a great coach 
and mentor that is motivating to us all.”

This year also marks another first, Pvt. Mike Scharn is only 18 years old 
and a senior at Rapid City Stevens High School. Scharn is not only the 
youngest member of the team, but he is the first recruit sustainment program 
(RSP) recruit to compete. 

 “I love being a part of this team and it allows me to stay physically active 
while getting paid to do it,” said Scharn. 

Busse agreed, “We get to do things and go places people only dream of. 
Being a member of this team provides a unique opportunity to represent the 
state and the country and brings people together to build positive and long-
lasting relationships.”

anyone interested in becoming a team member in the sport of biathlon 
can contact Maj. Wyatt hansen at 605-737-6924.

SD GuArD BIAThlon TeAm
       mAKeS hISTory

Chief Warrant officer 
Andrew Busse, South 
Dakota national 
Guard Biathlon 
team member, exits 
the firing point 
after cleaning all 
five targets at the 
International military 
Skiing Championships 
in Germany on Feb. 
18, 2009. 

 CenTrAl & WeSTern ComBIneD  
 BIAThlon reSulTS 2009

1. minn. 1:29:52.29
2. utah 1:30:32.35
3. minn. 1:31:46.79
4. Calif. 1:31:48.26
5. S.D. 1 1:31:57.40
6. utah 1:33:05.34
7. S.D. 2 1:35:24.27
8. Ind. 1:38:04.06
9. nev. 1:39:44.07
10. mont. 1:41:11.62
11. S.D. 3 1:45:24.74
12. ore. 1:47:04.88
13. n.D. 1:52:03.34
14. Wis. 1:53:33.62
15. ore. 2:09:51.10

CenTrAl reGIon reSulTS 2009 
1. minn. 1:29:52.29
2. S.D.  1:31:57.40
3. Ind. 1:38:04.06
4. n.D. 1:52:03.34
5. Wis. 1:53:33.62

2009 SDnG Biathlon 
Team: From left:Chief 
Warrant officer 
Andrew Busse, maj. 
Wyatt hansen, 1st lt. 
Zach hague, Spc. Alex 
Baldwin, Coach Sgt. 
1st Class mark Scharn 
(kneeling), maj. 
Brendan murphy, maj. 
jonette murphy, Pvt. 
Tyler Weyrich and Pvt. 
mike Scharn.

Chief Warrant officer 
Seth mendel, South 

Dakota national Guard 
Biathlon team member, 

competes during the 2007 
national Guard Biathlon 

Championships held at the 
ethan Allen Firing range in 

jericho, Vt.
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Why We SerVe

TrIGGer TIme
147th commander says his 
“troops are ready”

By roger C. anderson
Information Officer 

FORT CHAFFE, Ark. – Commanders in South Dakota’s lone 
field artillery battalion didn’t waste any time in getting their units 
prepared for the war zone during a two-week annual training exercise 
in January. 

The wartime training at Fort Chaffe, Ark., provided a ‘jump start’ 
to a higher level of readiness for the 300 Soldiers of the 1st Battalion, 
147th Field Artillery, who will mobilize in mid-April to support 
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

“Last year we fired rockets, but four months ago we switched over 
and began training for our deployment mission that focuses on 
facility security,” said Lt. Col. Dave Chase, battalion commander. 
“The troops’ morale was very high throughout the exercise and it 
appears everyone is ready for the next step.”

According to Chase, the upcoming mobilization will be the second 
deployment for 60 percent of the Soldiers of his battalion that 
includes units from the Headquarters of Watertown and Sisseton, 
Aberdeen’s Battery A, Yankton’s Battery C, and the 147th Forward 
Support Company of Mitchell, Sioux Falls, and Webster.

Most of the members traveled to Fort Chaffe by bus while others 
convoyed about 30 military vehicles to the post. Surprisingly, the 
147th was the only unit training there at the time, which allowed 
better training opportunities over the two-week period. 

“We got lots of trigger time,” said Chase, referring to the small 
arms and crew-served weapons training performed. “Our goal was to 
finish up on individual Soldier skills and start training as a team.”

Other training included convoy operations, reacting to attacks by 
improvised explosive devices, search methods at a check point and 
medical evacuations training.

Despite facing another tour of duty in Southwest Asia, Chase says 
there haven’t been any problems motivating his Soldiers.

“Basically, they want to get on with the mission,” he said, “but they 
all know the value of training and being ready for any situation so 
that makes them work even harder.” 

Last October, about 180 members from the battalion’s Bravo 
Battery, Salem and Sioux Falls, returned home after serving a year-
long deployment in Iraq.

Soldiers from the 1st Battalion, 147th Field Artillery, conduct urban warfare 
training during their annual training period at Fort Chaffe, Ark., jan. 10-24, 
in preparation for their deployment in support of operation Iraqi Freedom.       
(photo courtesy battery C, 1/147th)



Why We SerVe

“Basically, they want to get on with the 
mission, but they all know the value of training 
and being ready for any situation…that makes 
them work even harder.” 

— lt. Col. Dave Chase
147th commander

members of the 1st Battalion, 147th Field Artillery, set up a hasty check point to 
stop and inspect vehicles during the annual training period at Fort Chaffe, Ark., 
jan. 10-24. The unit will be conducting facility security in Iraq, a departure from 
its normal artillery mission of putting steel on target. (photo courtesy battery C, 1/147th)

members of the 1st Battalion, 147th Field Artillery, conduct weapons qualification  
training on a range at Fort Chaffe, Ark., jan. 10-24, to prepare for their upcoming 
deployment in support of operation Iraqi Freedom. (photo courtesy battery C, 1/147th)

Soldiers from the 1st Battalion, 147th Field Artillery, participate in a humvee 
‘rollover’ drill as a part of their annual training period at Fort Chaffe, Ark., 
jan. 10-24, in preparation for their deployment in support of operation 
Iraqi Freedom. The training helps Soldiers to brace, react and dismount an 
overturned vehicle. (photo courtesy battery C, 1/147th)
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hISTOry & lIneAGe

Dakota regiment, but it wouldn’t be long before 
South Dakota would claim its own battery.

By 1893, the South Dakota regiment was 
renumbered and became the 1st South Dakota 
Infantry Regiment, consisting of Battery A 
stationed at Clark, S.D. By 1895, the battery 
consisted of two 3-inch rifles and fired the 
Hotchkiss projectile.

In April of 1898, the United States declared 
war on Spain and the Spanish-American War 
was set into motion. President McKinley asked 
for 125,000 volunteers, of these South Dakota’s 
share was to be 1,000, which mainly came from 
the 1st Regiment. Many from the 1st Regiment 
volunteered in mass but the artillery battery at 
Clark, armed with obsolete cannons, was refused 
by the War Department as a battery. 

The 1st S.D. Infantry Regiment (US 
Volunteers) returned from service during 
the Spanish-American War and subsequent 
Philippine Insurrection in 1899, but did not 
return to its former National Guard status. 
Refusal of appropriate funds to reorganize 
the Guard by the state legislature, kept the 1st 
Regiment from reforming. The only remaining 
National Guard units in the state remained 
Battery A and Troop A in Deadwood.

In 1903, the legislature came through with 
appropriations and by 1904 had two infantry 
regiments; the 2nd and 3rd with an additional 
cavalry squadron. Battery A was eventually 
replaced by an infantry company, was moved to 
Huron and assigned to the 1st Cavalry Squadron. 
With a cut in funding the following year, many 
South Dakota units were mustered out and 
reorganized again to form the 4th South Dakota 
Infantry Regiment. Battery A and the cavalry 
squadron survived for a short while, but were 
eventually mustered out due to out-dated artillery 
equipment and expenses of maintaining horses.

In June of 1916, the South Dakota Guard was 
called into federal service again to help patrol the 
border during the Mexican Border Conflict. With 
the 4th Regiment deployed, the state began the 
organization of a fifth regiment, and by 1917, the 
War Department reorganized the new unit into 
the 1st South Dakota Cavalry Regiment.

At this time, World War I was beginning and 
the new regiment would be activated for service. 
A part of the 34th National Guard Division, the 
1st Cavalry Regiment was disestablished and 
dissolved into different units under the division. 
There was no need for horses on a battlefield of 
barbed wire, machine guns and artillery. 

They have a long and proud heritage, which lavishes in such titles as 
“King of Battle,”  “Dakota Steel Rain” and “Pride of the Dakotas.” The 
history of the artillery in the South Dakota Army National Guard is one 

which spans more than 100 years of service to the state and nation. 
The Soldiers of 1st Battalion, 147th Field Artillery prepare to continue this 

lineage of service as it deploys in April in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
The unit’s security force mission is one they are not typically designed for but 
are prepared to undertake. 

The mission of the artillery in the South Dakota National Guard continues 
to evolve with a changing battlefield, however, this generation of 147th Soldiers 
will be echoing the “ready and willing” motto of its ancestry and defining their 
legacy into the new millennium.

meAGer BeGInnInGS

Born from the remnants of late 1800 
infantry regiments from the Dakota 
Territory, the journey of the Dakota 

militiaman begins during the Civil War with 
Companies A and B of the Dakota Cavalry. First 
organized in 1862, the companies were mustered 
into service as a territorial militia to defend 
against threats from Native Americans. The 
companies were discharged shortly after, having 
served their three-year term of service.

Over the next several decades, efforts were 
made by territorial Governors to reorganize the 
militia, but with little funding and no immediate 
threats, the companies struggled to remain active. 
However, the militia did reorganize, and by 1884 
the 1st and 2nd Regiment of the Dakota Territory 
was formed. 

It was here, the first Dakota Territory artillery 
unit was raised, a single battery from the 1st 
Regiment located near Lisbon, N.D. 

By 1889, statehood was coming for both 
North and South Dakota, and so was the need to 
divide the existing National Guard units between 
the two states. North Dakota formed the first 
regiment and South Dakota the second. The 
artillery for the territory went with the North 

In 1903, the legislature came through with 

By Capt. anthony Deiss
Public Affairs Specialist
By Capt. anthony Deiss

PrIDe oF The 
DAKoTAS
Artillerymen continue lineage of service
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members of Battery A, 147th Field Artillery regiment, fire at attacking japanese planes during 
one of the frequent raids during World War II near Darwin, Australia in early 1942.

WWI AnD The BIrTh oF The 147Th

Shortly after the 1st Cavalry’s entrance 
into WWI, it would be followed by the 
4th Infantry in 1917, as its service on 

the Mexican border came to an end. The 4th 
Infantry, however, would suffer the same fate as 
the 1st Cavalry as the unit would be abolished to 
fill other units after it was federalized. It was here 
that the disillusionment of the 4th Infantry gave 
rise to South Dakota artillery as we know it today; 
the 147th Field Artillery. 

While half of the companies from the 4th 
Infantry were to form the new 147th Field 
Artillery Regiment, the remainder went to 
support existing machine gun battalions and the 
organization of the 116th Supply Train.

Horses, guns and fire-control instruments were 
not available while the 147th was preparing for 
war at Camp Greene, N.C. It wasn’t until the 
unit arrived in France in February of 1918, that it 
would be equipped with the French 75mm gun, 
the M1897. 

The 147th Field Artillery Regiment served with 
distinction during WWI as it trained more than 
22,000 artillery replacements coming into theater. 
The unit also supported the 32nd Division, 
which broke through the famous Kriemhilde-

Hindenburg Line in October 1918, firing more 
than 56,500 artillery rounds during the month-
long assault. 

Following the Great War, the 147th Field 
Artillery Regiment was discharged and 
disappeared briefly, but by 1921, South Dakota 
was authorized to raise a regiment of artillery. To 
perpetuate the fame of the ‘World War’ regiment, 
the 147th would be reinstated and would be 
outfitted with the horse-drawn 75mm gun. 

During the years following WWI, the artillery 
would begin to see a modernization of its 
equipment. By 1927, the horse-drawn capability 
of the unit would give way to motorized trucks, 
allowing guns to be carried rather than towed. 
However, the loading and instability of the 2,800 
pound cannons proved to be too cumbersome 
and dangerous for transport. The use of a 
pneumatic-tire mount allowed the guns to be 
towed again at high speeds.

Plagued by shortages of equipment and 
money, and having fought in combat, the 
artillery, along with the rest of the South Dakota 
Guard, endured much in its short history. These 
experiences would surely prepare it for its biggest 
test yet…World War II.

3.2 inCH rifle

75mm gun, m1897

105mm HoWitZer

WeAPonS oF The SDnG ArTIllery

WWII AnD The “BuShmASTerS”

In September of 1939, German forces began 
their invasion on the European continent. 
The United States remained neutral as the 

Allied Forces battled the German Blitzkrieg. 
Almost a year later, the United States began to 
launch a major buildup of its own military forces.

More than 1,000 men of the 147th Field 
Artillery Regiment were activated and departed 
for Fort Ord, Calif., for deployment in November 
of 1940. A year later, the 147th departed for the 
Philippine Islands after a quick stop at Pearl 
Harbor. 

A week later the unit became the first 
Expeditionary Force into the Pacific theater, being 
some 1,500 miles southwest of Pearl Harbor when 
the Japanese attacked on December 7. 

The 147th was rerouted to Australia. There the 
unit became the first Americans to visit Australia 
and remained there until July of 1943. The unit 
began island hopping throughout the Southwest 
Pacific, gaining prestige as they went. The 
“Bushmasters,” as they became known, moved 
to New Guinea in December to take part in an 
offensive against the Japanese. 

At this point the 147th was divided into two 
separate battalions, the 260th Field Artillery 
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changing locations, 
equipment and structure. 
Towed 155mm and 
8-inch Howitzers became 
the weapons of the late 
1950s. By the 1960s 
and 70s these weapons 
would become self-
propelled.

In 1963, the artillery 
group would be 
reorganized with four 
howitzer battalions. 
One of which, the 1st 
Howitzer Battalion, 
was called up to federal 
service during the Berlin Crisis and stationed at 
Fort Sill, Okla., from October 1961 to August 
1962.

The crisis certainly tested the United States 
ability to respond and react to Soviet threats 
during the Cold War. The artillery would conduct 
training in hope of deterring Soviet aggression.

In the early 1970s, the 1st and 2nd Battalions 
became the first Army National Guard battalions 
to pass the Nuclear Capabilities Command 
evaluation, becoming proficient in the delivery 
of nuclear weapons. By 1978, the Group was 
re-designated as the 147th Field Artillery Brigade 
with two battalions.

By the late 1990s, the artillery units in the state 
saw more changes, turning in their 155mm and 
8-inch Howitzers for the modern M270 Multiple 
Launch Rocket System (MLRS). 

By 2003, the South Dakota National Guard 
would experience its biggest call up since WWII 
in response to Operations Enduring and Iraqi 
Freedom, mobilizing more than 3,100 Soldiers 
over the next five years. The artillery was ready 
and willing to answer the call and carry on the 
traditions of its forefathers. 

members of a gun crew from Battery A, 147th 
Field Artillery Battalion, maintain their firing 
position during World War II in january 1945 near 
linguyan Gulf on luzon in the Philippine Islands. 

A gun crew from Watertown’s 
Bravo Battery, 2nd Battalion, 
147th Field Artillery, positions its 
8-inch howitzer during a winter 
shoot in 1992 at Camp ripley, 
minn. (army photo by sgt. Jim van noort)

hISTOry & lIneAGe

Battalion and the 147th Field Artillery Battalion. 
The 260th remained in New Guinea until it was 
deactivated in June 1945. 

The 147th went on to participate in combat 
operations in the Philippines and served briefly 
on occupation duty in Japan immediately after 
WWII ended. It was deactivated in Japan in 1946.

reBuIlDInG yeArS AnD The ColD WAr

After World War II, South Dakota once 
again had to piece back together its state 
militia. The artillery found its way back 

to South Dakota, as Washington allowed for the 
establishment of the 196th Regimental Combat 
Team, under which the 147th Field Artillery 
Battalion was assigned.

Peace would not exist for long, as the U.S. 
faced threats from communist regimes such as 
North Korea, the Soviet Union and China.

The 147th Battalion, under the 196th RCT, 
was called into federal service in September of 
1950 in response to the Korean War. Stationed 
at Fort Richardson, Alaska, the unit was assigned 
as a part of the Alaskan Defense Command and 
served there until August of 1952.

With a stalemate on the 38th Parallel and 
deteriorating relations with Russia, the U.S. 
military would re-evaluate its force structure. 
Artillery would surely be a necessity on any large 
scale battlefield and the National Guard would 
see a change in its organization to reflect it.

By 1956, the artillery assets for the state were 
the 147th Artillery Group, the 147th Artillery 
Battalion, the 642nd Artillery Battalion, the 
643rd Artillery Battalion, the 260th Artillery 
Battalion and the 128th Anti-Aircraft Artillery 
Battalion. The artillery would continue to 
transform throughout the next several decades, 

From left: General Douglas 
macArthur speaks with lt. 
Col. robert Gobell and Col. 
les jensen of the 147th Field 
Artillery Battalion, during 
WWII in Australia, along with 
Gen. robert eichelberger. 

equipment and structure. 

8-inch Howitzers became 

service during the Berlin Crisis and stationed at 
Fort Sill, Okla., from October 1961 to August 

From left: General Douglas From left: General Douglas 
llt. t. 

obert Gobell and Col. obert Gobell and Col. 
ensen of the 147th Field 

Artillery Battalion, during 
WWII in Australia, along with 

ichelberger. 
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Sgt. 1st Class Grant Serna from Charlie Battery, 1st 
Battalion, 147th Field Artillery, instructs an Iraqi Police 
officer on trigger control and breathing techniques for 
firing a weapon as Spc. Brandon Winter observes from 
the background on nov. 15, 2005, in eastern Baghdad, 
Iraq. (army photo by spc. Curtis Weideman)

Spc. Wade Anderson from 2nd Battalion, 
147th Field Artillery, provides convoy 
security during his deployment in support 
of operation Iraqi Freedom in january 
2005. (army photo by Capt. anthony deiss)

GloBAl WAr AnD A ChAnGe In mISSIon

September 11, 2001 reshaped America in 
a way never seen since the attack on Pearl 
Harbor. The United States was beginning 

to undertake military operations that would stress 
the limits of its forces. Much of it would be called 
upon from the National Guard.

The artillery of the South Dakota National 
Guard would be relied heavily upon to fill 
the need for forces to support a war that was 
beginning on two fronts. Not seeing active 
combat since WWII, the 147th was ready to take 
on a new mission.

In March 2003, the state began activating 
its first units in response to Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. Among the first to be mobilized were 
members of 1st Battalion, who reported to Fort 

8-inCH HoWitZer (toWed)

8-inCH HoWitZer (self-propelled)

155mm, m109 HoWitZer (self-propelled)

multiple launCH roCKet sYstem - m270

WeAPonS oF The SDnG ArTIllery

Sill, Okla., and 2nd Battalion’s Battery 
C, mobilizing to Fort Campbell, Ky. 
Believing the battle was over and 
artillery was not needed, both units 
returned by May. 

After 2003, the artillery would 
begin to see a change in their 
mission in support of the war 
on terror.  

With the end of the Cold 
War and wars fought with clearly 

defined forward areas, the need for artillery units 
in theater was diminishing with the threat of a 
rising insurgency.

With the Army needing more units to provide 
security rather than putting steel on target, 
National Guard units across the country began 
seeing a change in mission to fill the need for more 
security forces. This type of warfare would begin to 
define the mission for the rest of the South Dakota 
artillery units who would deploy thereafter.

The 2nd Battalion, 147th FA would be the first 
South Dakota artillery unit to experience this 
change in mission. Mobilized in December 2003, 
the 2nd Battalion deployed 375 Soldiers to Iraq 
as a security force. While there, the unit secured 
and transported 145,000 tons of munitions to be 
kept at storage depots while slated for destruction. 
These munitions were secured from 18 different 
sites throughout Iraq and were prevented from 
being used as IEDs by the enemy.
see ArTIllery on pg. 28 
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By Staff Sgt. thomas J. Doscher
photos by Senior airman Courtney richardson 
386th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs

 
SOUTHWEST ASIA – To say the Air Force runs in the family would 
be an understatement for the Horstmans. 

Five members of the South Dakota family are in the 114th Fighter 
Wing (FW) of the South Dakota Air National Guard, three of them 
currently deployed with the 386th Expeditionary Civil Engineer 
Squadron (ECES). 

Senior Master Sgt. Lee Horstman, Staff Sgt. Joshua Horstman and 
Staff Sgt. Wade Horstman, all assigned to the 386th ECES, were 
stunned when they found out in August that not only were they all 
deploying at the same time, they would all be going to the same unit. 

“It was a complete surprise,” said Lee Horstman, 386th ECES 
Structures Section superintendent. “We got a call saying that we 
could possibly be deploying and two months later, we got our line 
numbers. By September, we knew we were all coming here.” 

For Lee Horstman and his son, Joshua, it wasn’t that they 

were deploying together that was surprising, it was that they were 
deploying together again. The father and son had deployed together 
to Talil Air Base, Iraq, in 2003. 

“We were together the first time, so we figured it would be like 
that,” Joshua, a member of the 386th ECES Utilities shop said. 

The Horstman military tradition started with Lee’s father.  
“It goes back to my dad and my uncle, they were in the military,” he 
said. “My two brothers never got in, but all of their sons have gotten 
in so far.” 

Lee started in the Army National Guard before moving to the Air 
National Guard in 1992. His son joined him in 1998, followed by 
Lee’s nephew, Wade, 386th ECES emergency management logistics 
NCOIC, in 2004. 

“He recruited us,” Wade said, chucking a thumb at his uncle. 
Lee said it wasn’t quite that simple. 

From left: Staff Sgt.’s Wade horstman (cousin), josh horstman (son) and Senior 
master Sgt. lee horstman (father), 386th expeditionary Civil engineer Squadron, 
pose for a photo at an air base in Southwest Asia, Feb. 4. This is the first time that 
all three relatives have been deployed to the same location from the 114th Fighter 
Wing at joe Foss Field, S.D.

From left: Staff Sgt.’s Wade 
master Sgt. 
pose for a photo at an air base in Southwest Asia, Feb. 4. This is the first time that 

From left: Staff Sgt.’s Wade horstman (cousin), josh horstman (son) and Senior From left: Staff Sgt.’s Wade From left: Staff Sgt.’s Wade 

FAmIly TIeS
Deployed Airmen keep 
homesickness at bay  
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“These guys wanted all different career 
fields,” he said. “And I said, ‘civil engineers 
are looking for people,’ so Joshua decided 
to go into the utilities shop and Wade went 
into emergency management.” 

Lee’s other two nephews, Seth and Cody, 
are F-16 crew chiefs with the 114th FW at 
Joe Foss Field, S.D. It’s also possible that 
another Horstman will be joining the 114th 
in the future. Joshua and his wife, Angela, 
celebrated the birth of their first son a week 
before they left South Dakota. 

“He’s only a month old, so we’ll see,” 
Joshua laughed. “Time-wise this deployment 
wasn’t the best because we had our first son, 
but the whole family got together for a week 
for Christmas, before we left. My wife is glad 
that we all got to go to the same place with 
my dad and Cousin Wade.” 

For Lee, the best part of deploying with 
his family is being able to look out for his 
son and nephew the way he’s always looked 
out for the junior enlisted members under 
his command. 

“My wife is glad I can keep an eye on 
them,” he said. “It’s a different experience of 
being far away from home with nobody you 
know. I worked with a lot of younger guys, 
twenty, 25-year-olds, so they looked up to me 
for guidance. I’m glad to be able to do that 
for them (Joshua and Wade). I’d be more 
than happy to do it for anyone.” 

That comes as some comfort for Wade, 
who is on his first deployment. He said 
having his uncle and cousin with him makes 
it easier to deal with a stressful situation. 

“I’m glad they’re here,” he said. “Someone 
to talk to, relate to back home. When you 
get a little homesick, you talk to these guys. 
I like it.” 

The only downside the three see is the 
concern with the risks of a deployment. 

“It’s the worry about if something were 
to happen,” Joshua said. “It’s not like we 
see each other too often. We’re in the same 
squadron, but we don’t see each other that 
much.” 

Joshua said being deployed with his father 
and Wade is like having a piece of home 
here at the Rock. 

“It makes you feel not quite so far away 
from home because your family members are 
all together,” he said. “That’s how I looked 
at it the first time, but we’re still a long ways 
from home.”

Staff Sgt. josh horstman, 386th expeditionary 
Civil engineer Squadron, checks the 

temperature gauge on a water pump system at 
an air base in Southwest Asia, Feb. 4. Sergeant 

horstman is a plumber currently deployed from 
the 114th Fighter Wing at joe Foss Field, S.D.

Senior master Sgt. lee horstman, 386th 
expeditionary Civil engineer Squadron, sands 
a table at an air base in Southwest Asia, Feb. 4. 
Sergeant horstman is the structures section 
superintendent currently deployed from the 
114th Fighter Wing at joe Foss Field, S.D. 

Staff Sgt. Wade horstman, 386th expeditionary 
Civil engineer Squadron, conducts a weekly 
inspection on a generator connected to an 
airborne chemical detector at an air base in 
Southwest Asia, Feb. 4. Sergeant horstman 
is the emergency management logistics non-
commissioned officer in charge currently 
deployed from the 114th Fighter Wing at joe Foss 
Field, S.D.



Surinamese visit 
focuses on
PTSD treatment 
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STATe PArTnerShIP PrOGrAm

treatment is based on studies, books and policies from the U.S., one 
could say we are going directly to the source for answers.”

Suriname’s armed forces consist of the national army under the 
control of the Ministry of Defense and a smaller civil police force, 
which is under the authority of the Ministry of Justice and Police. The 
national armed forces comprise some 2,500 personnel, the majority of 
whom are deployed as light-infantry security forces.

According to the U.S. State Department, Suriname’s interior war, 
1986-1991, began when a Maroon insurgency, led by former Soldier 
Ronnie Brunswijk, began attacking economic targets in the country’s 
interior. In response, the army ravaged villages and killed suspected 
Brunswijk supporters.

“PTSD exists everywhere there is extreme stress. It exists throughout 
our military and civilian population,” said Jintie.

“We were brothers, then, we started to fight,” said Jintie. “A lot has 
been done to each other.”

The three-day forum included visits with trained counselors from 
the Family Services Branch of the South Dakota National Guard, 
Pennington County Veterans Services Office, the Rapid City Vets 
Center and Behavior Management Systems. 

The group also met with doctors at VA Medical Centers in Hot 
Springs and Fort Meade and was briefed on the programs in place for 
treatment of substance abuse and PTSD. They also got a chance to talk 
with veterans enrolled in the stress treatment program.

“Our visit here will definitely have a positive affect on our PTSD 
treatment program,” said Amstelveen prior to returning home. He 
went on to tell a local reporter, “I want to start now. I can’t wait for the 
implementation. I saw too much of how it can work.”

    By roger C. anderson
     Information Officer

RAPID CITY, S.D. – Nearly two decades after the Republic of 
Suriname’s Interior War, government and military leaders of this 
South American country are pressed to understand and treat the 
symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).

Taking advantage of its state partnership with South Dakota, 
three top leaders began a fact-finding mission in the Rapid City area 
last December to learn what U.S. governmental agencies are doing 
to treat its veterans. By meeting with local mental health physicians 
and support organizations, the group hopes to return with a better 
understanding to develop a template for the treatment of PTSD.

The delegation included Maj. Gustaff Samijadi, Suriname’s 
military civil-affairs officer, Maj. Henk Amstelveen, nurse manager 
of social psychiatric services, and Herman Jintie, nursing director 
of the government mental-health hospital in Suriname’s capital of 
Paramaribo.

“Care for our veterans of the Interior War is becoming a political 
issue for us,” said Samijadi during his briefing at the South Dakota 
National Guard headquarters at Camp Rapid. “The Ministry of Defense 
is contracting with our mental health hospital to treat these Soldiers.”

Samijadi said that more than 500 military members who were 
involved with the prior conflict are still active members and are now 
40 years and older. Some have resorted to drugs and alcohol while 
trying to handle their stress and must receive help before they can be 
put back to work. Facing scarce resources to deal with the disorder, 
an implementation committee was developed to get the process for 
treatment started.

“We are in the process of training psycho-therapists and are using 
a treatment developed by the Dutch,” said Samijadi. “Since their 

herman jintie, nursing director of the government mental-health hospital in 
Paramaribo, Suriname, shakes the hand of lt. Col. harvey Fitzgerald, Wellness 
Branch director, South Dakota national Guard, during a fact finding visit for the 
treatment of PTSD with local mental health physicians and support organizations 
in the rapid City area in December, 2008. (army photo by officer Candidate paul Chapman)
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730th Area Support medical Company Soldiers Spc. Steven Furry, Spc. joshua 
heim and Spc. jonathan Shoffit strap Spc. Daniel Severin to a litter during 
Combat lifesaver Training during the unit’s january drill in Vermillion. 
(photo courtesy 730th asmC)

G-rAP-o730Th ASmC
  trains units on lifesaving        
                       techniquesBy Capt. Bruce Kyllonen
lead instructor 

f
or a four-month period from october through January 2009, 18 
medics from the 730th area support medical Company took on a 
mission to aid south dakota army national guard units in reaching 

their training goals – 100 percent unit personnel certification in combat 
lifesaver skills for deployment. the courses were held at the unit locations 
in Yankton, Watertown, and Aberdeen and in Sioux Falls at the Regional 
training institute.

the medics served as Combat lifesaver Course (ClC) instructors in 
training and certification of the 1st battalion, 147th field artillery, 211th 
engineer Company (sappers) and 11 special agents (active duty air force), 
for a total of 403 soldiers. the three-day course varied in size, averaging 
110 people per course.  

the 730th medics taught and evaluated soldiers in ClC subtask skills, 
including tactical combat casualty care, evaluating a casualty, airway 
management, tension pneumothorax/needle chest decompression, 
hemorrhage control, field medical card, 9-line medevaC, sKed and 
improvised litter, iv venipuncture and fluid administration and shock.  

in addition to the classroom lectures, the medics supervised practical 
hands-on learning and stX-lane training that drew all of the training 
together. Using learned skills, practical clinical experience and teamwork 
to instruct large numbers of soldiers in lifesaving skills, the unit 
received many positive comments for its efforts in ensuring that training 
requirements for deploying soldiers were met. 

in completing this mission, the 730th medics attained a 100 percent 
course completion rate for the soldiers trained, shared real-world 
experiences with the Soldiers they trained, and worked well with other 
south dakota units supporting the training, as well as medics from north 
dakota and 1st army, who also supported the mission.

 

By Capt. robin Flint
officer recruiter

d
o you know of someone in your unit or community that might be eligible 
to become an officer? What better way to select quality officers to lead 
and to support our state’s units than to nominate them? You can earn 

up to $7,500 by nominating your doctor, physicians assistant, or dentist if 
they meet the qualifications? How about your pastor, reverend or priest? do 
you have an attorney that you know would do a great job serving the national 
guard? nominate that person, and an officer recruiter can visit with them 
about the qualification and requirements needed to become a part of our great 
organization. 

College students can earn scholarships and get extra money while they 
go to school through rotC and the simultaneous membership program. the 
student doesn’t have to be a soldier to get into the rotC program, and once they 
contract, you would be eligible for a $2,000 payment. payment amounts for an 
officer who accesses via rotC (non-smp), direct commission, or prior service 
pathways is determined by the new arng officer’s rank and position at the date 
of accession. positions deemed as critical by ngb-asm may provide opportunities 
to earn from $2,500 to $7,500 issued upon verification of officer’s school 
qualification. 

refer someone to oCs or WoCs and you are eligible to receive a $2,000 
payment, $1,000 upon completion of oCs/WoCs and the remaining $1,000 upon 
completion of bolC iii or WobC. if the potential officer (po) is accessed without 
the requirement of one of these pathways, then the recruiting assistant (ra) will 
receive payment upon verified arng accession.

a couple of reminders, Your role as a ra should only be fulfilled on your civilian 
time, not while fulfilling arng duties. as a g-rap ra, you will cultivate quality po 
from within your spheres of influence and work with an officer strength manager 
(osm) or warrant officer strength manager (Wosm) to process the po and move 
them towards an arng commitment. once a po is identified and prequalified, the 
ra will facilitate a meeting with the local osm. the osm and ra will then work 
closely together to move the po through the commissioning process. 

You don’t have to be the expert on the various officer programs to nominate 
someone. if someone is interested, nominate them through g-rap-o located 
at www.nationalguard 
recruitingassistant.
com and a representative 
from officer recruiting 
will contact them with 
the information they 
need. the officer/
warrant officer 
recruiters 
located in the 
soldier or 
student’s area 
will come up 
as options when 
you register them on 
g-rap-o. 

If you have any further 
questions about officer 
Strength management, 
please contact oSm maj. 
Steve Siemonsma at   
605-737-6784.



There are four GI Bill programs 
from which ARNG Soldiers may be 
eligible to receive benefits. Soldiers 

may be eligible for all four programs at the 
same time if they meet the specific program 
requirements. 
The ChAPTer 1606 mGIB-SeleCTeD reSerVe is 
an education assistance program enacted 
by Congress to attract high quality men 
and women into the reserve branch of the 
Armed Forces. To qualify for the Chapter 
1606, ARNG Soldiers must have a six-year 
obligation, complete Initial Active Duty for 
Training (IADT) and possess a high school 
diploma or its equivalency. The program 
requires no monetary contributions from 
the member. The VA will provide up to 36 
months of full-time education benefits under 
this program. Benefits end when Soldiers 
separate from the selected reserve or 14 years 
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outh dakota army national guard units were 
recently challenged to sign up as many of their 
soldiers as possible as recruiting assistants (ra) 

for the guard recruiting assistance program (g-rap). 

brig. gen. Keith Corbett, assistant adjutant general, 
south dakota army national guard, commissioned the 
challenge to raise soldier interest and participation in 
the g-rap program. 

“the g-rap program has not only been of benefit to 
recruiting, but also a financial benefit to our warriors,” 
said Corbett  “another aspect is how many warriors 
have joined our organization because a friend saw the 
benefit of g-rap and asked them to take a look. once 
they found out the tremendous benefit package, coupled 
with service to our nation and community, they joined.”

the g-rap program was developed as a grass roots, 
community based approach to increasing the strength 
of the national guard. ras can earn additional income 
through assisting army national guard recruiting 
efforts by identifying well-qualified men and women for 
service in the army national guard and mentoring them 
through the enlistment/commissioning process. ras 
can earn up to $2,000 for each new enlisted recruit and 
up to $7,500 for select officer accessions.

the challenge ran from oct. 1 through nov. 30, 2008. 
split into two categories by major command (maCom): 
all units within the 196th maneuver enhancement 

brigade and all units within the 109th regional support 
group. the challenge rewarded the winning unit in 
each maCom with a check for $1,000 sponsored by the 
s.d. recruiting and retention battalion. 

at the onset of the challenge, the sdarng had 1,342 
ras enrolled in the program; during the challenge, that 
number increased by almost 500, to 1,814 ras, and the 
number continues to grow, currently at 2,022 ras.

The WInnInG unITS 
alpha Company of the 139th brigade support battalion, 
representing the 196th meb, with 91 percent of the unit 
enrolled as ras. 

the 152nd Combat sustainment support battalion and 
the 147th army band split the honors for the 109th 
rsg, each unit attaining 90 percent of their unit 
enrolled in the program.

arng soldiers that are in a traditional m-day status 
and retirees of the army national guard with 20 
or more years of service are currently able to 
participate in g-rap. 

as of Jan. 1, 2009, g-rap is also available to agr 
enlisted soldiers, adsW/ados personnel, military 
technicians and currently mobilized arng members. 

For more information regarding G-rAP visit www.
guardrecruitingassistant.com.

split into two categories by major command (maCom): For more information regarding G-rAP visit www.



from the date one becomes eligible for the 
program, whichever is earlier. The monthly, 
full-time rate for the MGIB-SR is $319. 
ChAPTer 1607 reSerVe eDuCATIon ASSISTAnCe 
ProGrAm (reAP). Soldiers mobilized 90 days 
or more in response to a war or national 
emergency declared by the President or 
the Congress become eligible to receive 
Chapter 1607. Disabled members who 
are injured or have an illness or disease 
incurred or aggravated in the line of 
duty and are released from active duty 
before completing 90 consecutive days are 
also eligible. The educational assistance 
allowance provided under this section for 

a person who is undertaking a program for 
which a percentage of that rate is based upon 
calculations from Chapter 30. The Chapter 
1607 rates are based on the length of the 
mobilization; consecutive service of 90 days, 
but less than one year, are at a 40 percent 
rate, $528.40 for full-time enrollment; 
consecutive service of more than one year, 
but less than two years, are at a 60 percent 
rate, $792.60 for full-time enrollment; 
consecutive service of more than 2 years, are 
at an 80 percent rate, $1056.80 for full-time 
enrollment.  

When a Soldier gains eligibility under the 
REAP benefit they also gain an additional 12 
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months of full-time eligibility. 
The ChAPTer 30 mGIB-ACTIVe DuTy is an 
educational assistance program enacted 
by Congress to attract high quality men 
and women into the Armed Forces. Basic 
eligibility for Chapter 30 is determined by 
the service member’s initial entrance on 
active duty (must be on or after July 1, 1985). 
Eligible Soldiers must have a two year (or 
longer) active duty tour either with regular 
Army component or AGR tour, complete a 
DD Form 2366 (MGIB enrollment form) 
and contribute $1,200 ($100 a month for 
12 months). The VA will provide up to 36 
months of education benefits under this 
program. The current full-time rate for the 
MGIB-AD is $1,075 a month.
The mGIB KICKer ProGrAm is an incentive 
offered to traditional (part-time) Soldiers 
in the ARNG in addition to the Chapter 
1606 or 30 basic benefit. Payments last as 
long as the basic benefit up to 36 months, 
or for the number of months remaining 
under their basic benefit. For example, if a 
Soldier reenlists for six years and contracts 
for the kicker; if Soldier has 15 months 
of Chapter 1606 remaining the Soldier 
will be able to use the kicker with these 
months of benefit. However, the Kicker 
cannot be used once the basic benefit is 
exhausted. Basic eligibility for the ARNG 
MGIB Kicker is a six year obligation, a 
high school diploma and completion of 
IADT. The ARNG currently offers a $200 
MGIB Kicker for non-prior service (NPS) 
applicants in certain critical skills, prior 
service Soldiers and current ARNG Soldiers 
(MOS qualified only), and current ARNG 
lieutenants without a baccalaureate degree. 
A $350 Kicker is also available to officer and 
warrant officer candidates and Simultaneous 
Members (SMPs).

Soldiers can use any one benefit for up to 
36 months of eligibility and up to 48 months 
under any combination of benefits. Soldiers 
can use the MGIB Kicker with any of the 
Chapter 1606, 1607, or 30; however these 
Chapters cannot be used for the same period 
of courses. For example, SM is eligible for 
both Chapter 1606 and 1607 along with a 
kicker; this Soldier can use either Chapter 
1607 or 1607 and the kicker with whichever 
benefit they choose to use. 
For more information contact the GI-Bill manager: 
Cami Bloomgren 605-737-6212.

 The GI-BIll
  Four programs  available for Army national Guard Soldiers 



By Brian P. Smith
triWest Healthcare alliance

t
rICAre provides healthcare coverage for families of a drilling reserve 
Component sponsor before, during and after active duty. during activation and 
deployments, the family may use triCare prime, prime remote or standard and 

Extra. When National Guard or Reserve sponsors are not on active duty, they may be 
eligible to purchase and enroll in triCare reserve select (trs). 

TrICAre reSerVe SeleCT
trs includes medical and behavioral health coverage and access to triCare pharmacy 
benefits. trs allows enrollees to choose any triCare-authorized or network provider 
for health care. triWest Healthcare alliance, the department of defense contractor 
that administers triCare in 21 western states, offers a provider directory at www.
triwest.com. families may be able to see a doctor at a military treatment facility (mtf) 
when space is available.
 
sponsors who are eligible for or enrolled in a federal employees Health benefits plan 
are not eligible for trs coverage. more information about the trs plan and eligibility is 
at triWest’s guard and reserve resource Center (www.triwest.com/ngr).

CoSTS
as part of the trs enrollment, a premium payment is due to triWest each month – 
$47.51 for individual coverage and $180.17 for family coverage. the amount of the 
annual deductible is based on the sponsor’s rank. once the annual deductible is met, 
the patient will pay cost-shares. Cost-shares are a percentage of the triCare-allowed 
amount for covered services. a triCare network provider will have lower cost-shares 
than a non-network provider. 

TRS includes a $1,000 maximum out-of-pocket cap (the most your family will pay 
including the deductible and cost-shares, but not monthly premiums) for triCare-
covered services each fiscal year, oct. 1 to sept. 30. triCare cost information can be 
found at www.tricare.mil/costs.

BeComInG elIGIBle
the sponsor’s unit or service certifies triCare eligibility. family members must be 
entered into the defense enrollment eligibility reporting system (deers) before they 
are eligible for any triCare benefits. Keep the family’s deers records up to date to 
help minimize issues with eligibility or claims. visit www.tricare.mil/deers to learn how 
and where to update the deers record.

quAlIFy AnD enroll
the trs enrollment process begins at the national guard and reserve Web portal 
(https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/appj/trs/index.jsp). fill out the application online and print 
a copy. Sign the completed form and send (mail to TriWest Healthcare Alliance, P.O. Box 
42048, Phoenix, AZ 85080-2048 or fax to 1-866-441-8843) it with the first month’s 
premium payment to triWest. trs coverage can be purchased at any time.

For ADDITIonAl InFormATIon please contact the south dakota family assistance 
Center Coordinator michele anderson at: 800-658-3930.
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By Todd otterberg
s.d. military onesource Consultant 

i
’m excited about working again with the service members and their families of this 
great state! i served 26 years with the army national guard and 25 of those years 
working with recruiting and retention – retiring in may of 2006.  the best part of 

the military experience is the people. It doesn’t matter if it’s National Guard, Reserve 
or active duty, each member and family member takes a part of commitment and pride 
of what they do with the military and service to community, state and country.
 the military is in my blood. i was raised in a military family and remember when 
my father got the call to serve during the rapid City flood in 1972. i also watched 
the soldiers that i recruited board the trucks, busses and planes to serve overseas, 
thinking, will I see them again?  But with the military, the next mission comes, and I 
work with families and their needs while the service member does their job.
 That is why I’m excited to be working with Military OneSource. Once I left the 
military, it was hard to find a position that gave me the satisfaction of dealing with 
military members and their families. With military onesource, that is all we work 
with, military members and their families. due to increasing deployments, many 
organizations want to help and work with our military and military onesource is that 
“one stop shop” that puts all those sources together, under one roof!  
 military onesource is a free 24/7/365 information and referral service available 
via toll-free telephone and internet access to active duty, reserve and guard 
(regardless of activation status) and their immediate family members. the services of 
military onesource are especially beneficial to those geographically separated from 
installation services or those who are unable to seek assistance during traditional 
working hours. the military onesource program improves the quality of life of military 
families and the overall effectiveness of the military community. 

• Calls to Military OneSource (1-800-342-9647) are answered live by trained 
master’s level consultants. support includes personalized consultations on specific 
issues such as deployment, relocation, parenting, education, special needs, and 
finances.
• Military OneSource provides referrals for non-medical short-term solution-
focused, face-to-face counseling at no cost to service members and their families in 
their local community. face-to-face counseling services will focus on issues such as 
normal reactions to abnormal situations (e.g. combat), couples concerns, work/life 
balance, grief and loss, adjustment to deployment, stress management, and parenting.
• Service members in remote locations and overseas are eligible for short-term 
solution-focused telephonic (stsf-t) consultation. stsf-t consultations include up to 
six non-medical telephonic sessions for issues such as stress, decision-making, and 
parenting.
• The interactive Web site, www.militaryonesource.com,  includes search and 
decision tools, locators for education and child care, educational materials, 
recordings, links to military and community resources, financial calculators, search 
by topic, live online workshops, podcasts, discussion boards, and “email a consultant.” 
During the tax season, service members can prepare and file federal and state tax 
returns at no cost. 
• Prepaid educational materials are available in a variety of formats (booklet, CD, 
cassette, and electronic downloads) and can be ordered via phone or online.

For more InFormATIon please visit www.militaryonesource.com or call tool-free 
1-800-342-9647. for general information or to request a briefing, you may reach me 
at: todd.otterberg@militaryonesource.com or 605-737-6292.

‘one stop shop’
 for military
 families

TrICAre covers 
reserve component 
families



jenny Briest (center) receives the outstanding Support 
to a military member Award from maj. Gen. Steven Doohen 
and Gov. m. michael rounds on Thursday, Feb. 12, during 
the annual South Dakota national Guard’s legislative 
Dining out hosted in Pierre. (army photo by sgt. lance 
schroeder)

a
s state chairman for the south dakota employer 
support of the guard and reserve committee, i 
would like to extend my sincere appreciation to the 

service members who have taken the time to recognize 
their employer’s good deeds and supportive practices. 
saying thank you can have many lasting effects, 
especially when you thank your employer for their 
support of your military career as they balance the 
demands of business management and patriotic 
support. 
 the sdesgr committee has seen an increase in 
employer recognition. during fiscal year 2008, 258 
employers were nominated for the patriot award, an 
increase of 210 over the previous year. so far this fiscal 
year we are on pace to surpass that number. esgr 
sponsors an award programs designed to recognize 
employers who are supportive of their employees’ 
military service. 
 all employers who practice personnel policies, 

which support military 
participation, are eligible 
for recognition through 
the esgr awards program. 
esgr encourages all 
service members to say 
thank you by submitting 
your employer for the 
patriot award at www.
esgr.mil. You submit your 
employers name and we 
do the rest, it’s that easy.
 by saying thank you to your employers, you can 
set an example that will have a lasting effect on your 
employer and their support of your military career. 

donald W. Kelpin
sdesgr Chairman
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t
he quality of life for guard and reserve families 
takes a significant step forward with the 
implementation and expansion of the Yellow Ribbon 

program. this congressionally mandated program is 
designed to assist service members, their families and 
their employers throughout the entire deployment cycle.
 the Yellow ribbon program helps to better 
prepare our soldiers and families by providing a 
robust, preventive, proactive support program. by 
concentrating resources during the time of the war on 
terror, we focus efforts on the health and wellbeing of 
the service member and their family as a total package 
to address the ongoing challenges resulting from 
fulfilling a military commitment. 
 military families will benefit from additional services 
for children, marriage counseling, increased access 
to mental health treatment and awareness, financial 
counseling, and suicide prevention. additionally, 
addressing post-traumatic stress disorder, and long-
term follow-up services for reintegrating families 
are more examples of good things to come. The South 
dakota national guard has been a national leader in 
servicing military families and this program has now 
spread across the nation and has grown significantly in 
services and staff. 

yellow ribbon Program 
extends services to     
S.D. military families

 the deployment 
cycle includes services 
pre-deployment, during 
deployment, and post- 
deployment for both 
national guard and 
reserve families. many 
south dakota military 
families have already seen 
a part of this program 
during the reunion and 
reintegration drills following 
a unit’s return home with 
onsite representation 
from the veteran’s administration, small business 
administration, counseling services, education, military 
onesource and many others.
 this program is administered by the state family 
program of the s.d. national guard and questions can 
be addressed through the family assistance Centers at 
800-658-3930 or 605-696-5416.

lt. Col. Harvey fitzgerald
soldier and family support services
director 

Donald W. Kelpin

lt. Col. harvey 
Fitzgerald

  Taking time to say
 ‘thanks’ to employers

legislative 
Dining out 
Awards given

mr. matt michels (third from right) was awarded the 2009 
Williamson militiaman Award Thursday, Feb. 12, during the 
2009 legislative Dining out ceremony in Pierre. others 
pictured from left: State Command Sgt. maj. michael 
Bekaert, maj. Gen. Steven Doohen, maj. Gen. ronald 
Williamson (ret.), Gov. m. michael rounds and Command 
Chief master Sgt. lane munger. (army photo by sgt. lance 
schroeder)

Doug ekeren, president of the yankton School Board, (third 
from left) receives the 2009 Pro Patria Award on behalf 
of the yankton School District, from the employer Support 
of the Guard and reserve on Thursday, Feb. 12, during the 
annual SDnG’s legislative Dining-out hosted in Pierre. 
others pictured from left: Dr. joseph Gertsema, Staff Sgt. 
Brooks Schild, mr. Donald W. Kelpin, state chairman eSGr,  
Gov. m. michael rounds and maj. Gen. Steven Doohen. (army 
photo by officer Candidate paul Chapman)



meritorious serviCe medal

spC bungert, JosepH ________________________ 129tH mpad
ssg peCK, James _________________________ 881st trp Cmd
sfC deCKer, randal ______________________ 881st trp Cmd
Cpt miles, Connie ___________________________ 730tH asm
sfC JoHnston, tim____________________________109tH rsg
sfC tiffanY, miCHael ________________________ 152nd Cssb
ssg tol, JoHn __________________________ 740tH trans Co
ssg Wendt, terrY ______________________ 740tH trans Co
ssg HootH, douglas____________________ 740tH trans Co
Col CHristopHerson, rutH ___________________ HQ sdang
ltC malmberg, marK __________________________ 114tH mdg
ltC burris, larrY ____________________________ 114tH mdg 
ltC resel, paul_______________________________ HQ sdang 
Col mCCormiCK, Craig ________________________ 114tH mdg

armY Commendation medal

maJ sullivant, franK _________________________109tH rsg
ssg storlY, timotHY _________________________ 147tH band
sfC roberts, Carl _________________________ 152nd Cssb
1lt Jordan, Carol ________________________ 881st trp Cmd
ssg simon, brent _________________________________JfHQ
sgt viCKers, CHad _________________________________JfHQ
1lt norgaard, regan __________________________ 196tH meb

                            armY aCHievement medal

ssg poKorneY, travis _________________________ 196tH meb
pfC KaderabeK, tYler _________________________ 196tH meb
spC baYe, sHaWn ___________________________ 153rd en bn
sgt polreis, niCole ________________________ 153rd en bn
ssg lamont, Colin __________________________ 153rd en bn
msg HinKer, timotHY __________________________ 82nd Cst
sfC graboW, todd ____________________________ 82nd Cst
sfC WieCHmann, eriC _________________________ 82nd Cst
Cpt starr, lori ______________________________ 82nd Cst
Cpt sHeets, david ____________________________ 82nd Cst
CW3 bistodeau, alan _________________________109tH rsg
msg maHoneY, douglas _______________________109tH rsg
sfC WHeeler, KennetH ________________________109tH rsg
ssg strang, miCHael __________________________ med Cmd
ssg raber, aleXander ________________________ 82nd Cst
ssg moser, WaYne ____________________________ 82nd Cst
ssg robertson, robert ______________________ 82nd Cst
sfC Hento, marCia ____________________________ 82nd Cst
sgt moeller, JaCKson __________________147tH armY band
pfC KelleY, rorY _______________________1742nd trans Co
sfC legg, samantHa ____________________ 740tH trans Co
sfC reeder, sHelleY ________________________ 152nd Cssb
pfC martin, marCus ________________________ 152nd Cssb
sfC dauWen, Walter ________________________ 152nd Cssb

air forCe aCHievement medal

msgt Jansen, steven __________________________114tH osf
sra starK, megan _____________________________114tH lrs
Cpt rand, rYan _______________________________ 114tH mdg
Cpt gregg, doria _____________________________ 114tH mdg
maJ tobin, Jill _______________________________ 114tH mdg
ltC menKe, lori _______________________________ 114tH mdg
tsgt deuter, stepHanie ________________________ 175tH fs

armY good ConduCt medal

ssg Carr, patriCK _____________________ btrY C, 1/147tH fa
ssg Cole, david _______________________ btrY C, 1/147tH fa

armY reserve Components aCHievement medal

spC bell, sCott _______________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt bridgman, steven _________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
spC CHaulK, devon ____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt Cole, robert ______________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt gates, trevor _____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
ssg guentHer, ben ____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
ssg Hall, natHan ______________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
spC Hansen, mattHeW __________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt KWauWalusCHultZ, CHris __________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
ssg lauseng, dennis __________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt madigan, adam ____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt mullen, Kristian __________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt norris, roger ____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt peitZ, miCHael _____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt prYor, randolpH __________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
ssg riedel, JosepH ____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
ssg tebeest, Jason ____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
spC Waddell, luCas ___________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt Wagner, riCHard __________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
spC Waltman, Jason ___________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
spC Wilson, adam _____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt HugHes, david _____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt leptien, antHonY __________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa

soutH daKota emergenCY operations ribbon

pfC eCCleston, JeremY ____________________ 842nd en Co
pfC sorCiC, samuel __________________ det 1, 842nd en Co
pfC WHidbY, CHanCe __________________ det 1, 842nd en Co
spC CorCoran, WaYne ________________det 3, 842nd en Co
2lt bierle, billi Jo ________________________ 216tH en det
spC smitH, darrell ___________________ det 2, 842nd en Co 

soutH daKota distinguisHed serviCe aWard

sgt HaHne, JaCK____________________________ 152nd Cssb
sgt marr, amanda __________________________ 152nd Cssb
sgt pasZeK, JaClYn _____________________ 740tH trans Co
sgt tesCH, CHad ___________________________ 152nd Cssb
sgt virtue, CoreY _________________________ 235tH mp Co
sgt Cole, robert ______________________________ med Cmd
ssg vervoren, Clint __________________Co C, 1/189tH av bn
spC noble, mattHeW __________________Co C, 1/189tH av bn
pfC riCHardson, rileY ________________Co C, 1/189tH av bn
spC dennis, eugene _________________________ 153rd en bn
spC gluHm, trevor _________________________ 153rd en bn
ssg Clements, pHillip ______________________ 153rd en bn
sgt asCHer, tHomas ________________________ 153rd en bn
sgt tipton, travis __________________________ 153rd en bn
ssg trautman, david sr. ____________________ 153rd en bn
spC WitHers, steven ________________________ 153rd en bn
sgt venner, Jesse __________________________ 153rd en bn
spC labrie, brandon _______________________ 153rd en bn
ssg olivier, sHane _________________________ 153rd en bn
sgt parsons, darWin _______________________ 153rd en bn
spC pitliCK, dustin _________________________ 153rd en bn
ssg sHraKe, CHanCY ________________________ 153rd en bn
spC blair, CHase ___________________________ 153rd en bn
spC ClarKe, Kevin __________________________ 153rd en bn
spC deffenbaugH, brandon _________________ 153rd en bn
spC gravatt, CHristopHer __________________ 153rd en bn
sgt Kruse, niCHolas _______________________ 153rd en bn
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spC Young, miCHael ________________________ 153rd en bn
sgt tesCHer, anna _________________________ 153rd en bn
spC gluHm, trevor _________________________ 153rd en bn
ssg blaKe, brett ___________________________ 153rd en bn
pfC durandt, louis _________________________ 153rd en bn
spC Hanson, Jd ____________________________ 153rd en bn
sgt sHoemaKer, eriC _______________________ 153rd en bn
sfC Hudson, sHaWn ________________________ 153rd en bn
spC vissia, JaCob __________________________ 153rd en bn
spC Wagner, dustin ________________________ 153rd en bn
spC Wait, James ____________________________ 153rd en bn
spC Weber, lee _____________________________ 153rd en bn
sgt Yeager, derriCK ________________________ 153rd en bn
sfC beCK, darrell __________________________ 153rd en bn
sgt englund, bradleY ______________________ 153rd en bn
spC slaba, brYan __________________________ 153rd en bn
ssg breKKe, Joel _________________________HHs, 1/147tH fa
ssg Haas, adam __________________________ fsC, 1/147tH fa
spC HauCK, Jeff __________________________HHs, 1/147tH fa
pv2 JaComet, samuel _____________________ fsC, 1/147tH fa
sgt magorian, miCHael ________________ btrY C, 1/147tH fa
spC marCuCCi, guY _______________________ fsC, 1/147tH fa
ssg mCgraW, reed ________________________HHs, 1/147tH fa
sgt mCmillan, CHad ______________________HHs, 1/147tH fa
spC nelson, lYnn_________________________HHs, 1/147tH fa
ssg pulsCHer, Carl ______________________HHs, 1/147tH fa
sgt strable, george __________________ btrY C, 1/147tH fa
sgt Ware, stan ___________________________ fsC, 1/147tH fa
ssg allen, dennison ___________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt anderson, daniel _________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
spC barKer, adam _____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
ssg bastian, sHaWn ______________________HHs, 1/147tH fa
spC beHrns, Clinton __________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
spC biteler, steven ___________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
spC bJorKman, JoHn __________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
ssg bradY, JeremY ____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt briggs, rrYanb ___________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt broWn, patriCK ___________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
spC flores, Juan _____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
spC Hamburg, briCe ___________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
spC Hanson, andreW __________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt Hanson, CHad _____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
spC Hanson, KristopHer _______________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sfC Hoiten, david ______________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
spC Jensen, Kurt _____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt Klages, CHad _____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt marCuCCi, antHonY ________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt mason, adam ______________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
spC mCCoY, brandan __________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
spC mCgaugH, Carl ____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt meYer, James _____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
spC miles, bradleY ____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt peterson, JosepH _________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
spC pies, leonard _____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
pfC pollman, geoggreY ________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
spC robbins, sHaWn ___________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
pfC ross, Wade _______________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt sCHmig, troY ______________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt sCHumaCHer, KurK ________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
spC sCHut, gregorY ___________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt sCotting, glen ____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
pfC steiner, brandon _________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
1lt stoKes, JoHann ____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
ssg stratman, neal ___________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
pfC tHornberrY, eriC __________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
pfC tommeraasen, garY _______________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt tubb, dennis ______________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
ssg vandenberg, Wade_________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sgt Weidler, brent ____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
spC Weiler, lanCe _____________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa
sfC Williams, george __________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa

  AWArDS



Colonel

Cline, Kit ________________________________________ JfHQ 
Herman, miCHael _________________________________ JfHQ
ommen, terrY ____________________________________ JfHQ 
meYers, miCHael _______________________________114tH og

lieutenant Colonel

abraHam, miCHelle ____________________________ med Cmd
vaugHn, Kevin _________________________________ med Cmd

maJor

HauCK, CHarles ______________________________196tH meb 
dreYer, sHelbY ______________________________Hg, sdang

Captain

baCorn, JosepH ____________________________ 152nd Cssb 
dansbY, Walter ____________________________235tH mp Co

seCond lieutenant

gerlaCH, tYler__________________________ Co a, 139tH bsb
Hoffman, benJamin ______________________ Co a, 139tH bsb

CHief Warrant offiCer (1-5)

CW3 WurtZ, JoHn ____________________ Co C, 1/189tH av bn 
CW2 suelfloW, dean _________________ Co C, 1/189tH av bn 
CW3 eisenbraun, montY __________________________ JfHQ 
Wo1 pollreisZ, roger ____________________ Co b, 139tH bsb

Command sergeant maJor/sergeant maJor (e-9)

Csm eisenbraun, JerrY ____________________ HQ, 196tH rti
Csm burgeson, donald ________________ HsC, 153rd en bn 
Csm laber, urban __________________________trn site det 
sgm Hall, george _________________________88tH trp Cmd 

first sergeant (e-8)

Hofer, Wade ________________________________ 211tH en Co
mattHeWs, donald __________________________ 129tH mpad 
tHoelKe, Kent ____________________________HHs, 1/147tH fa
laKner, pHilip ____________________________ HQ, 196tH rti 

master sergeant (e-8)

glaWe, david _________________________________ 196tH meb 
HinKer, timotHY _______________________________82nd Cst 
JaCKson, niCKY ____________________________ trn site det 
laCroiX, mattHeW _____________________ btrY C, 1/147tH fa 

senior master sergeant (e-8)

brende, ramon ________________________________114tH msg
edWards, WendY ______________________________114tH mXs
rogness, david _______________________________114tH mXs

sergeant 1st Class (e-7)

blaKe, brett ____________________________ det 1, 147tH fsC 
Carlson, CHristopHer_______________________ 152nd Cssb 
ferber, marK _______________________________ 211tH en Co 
JoHnson, natHaniel __________________________ 196tH meb 
KaYser, KennY  _______________________________ 196tH meb 
leis, KellY _________________________________ trn site det 
plooster, miCHael  _____________________ det 1, 211tH en Co
Walton, HollY _________________________________ med Cmd 
Wog, troY _____________________________ 1742nd trans Co

master sergeant (e-7)

franCis, daniel _______________________________114tH mXs
leHman, CHarissa _____________________________ 114tH osf
levisaY, aaron _________________________________ 114tH fW
mCClaren, erin _______________________________114tH mdg
meYer, nilofar ________________________________114tH mdg

staff sergeant (e-6)

briggs, rYan __________________________ btrY a, 1/147tH fa 
Clemens, neil _________________________ btrY a, 1/147tH fa 
gregerson, lee ________________________ fsC, 153rd en bn 
HaHne, JaCK ________________________________ 1978tH CCt 
Hanson, mattHeW __________________________reC & ret bn 
HarKin, prisCilla ______________________ 1742nd trans Co 
Harris, ronald _______________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa 
HartY, todd ____________________________ fsC, 153rd en bn 
Hinton, franCes ______________________________ med Cmd 
HintZ, WaYne _________________________________ 196tH meb 
JaragosKe, CoreY _____________________ 2nd bn, 196tH rti 
KpraditH, KYto ________________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa 
mCmillan CHad lee _______________________HHs, 1/147tH fa 
meYer, James _________________________ btrY C, 1/147tH fa 
mitCHell, roger _______________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa 
moser, WaYne _________________________________82nd Cst 
moss, todd ___________________________________147tH fsC 
robertson, robert ___________________________82nd Cst 
rogers, sean ______________________________reC & ret bn 
sCHlimgen, natHan ____________________________147tH fsC
sCotting glenn gail ___________________ btrY C, 1/147tH fa 
sperle, taYlor _______________________ det 1, 235tH mp Co 
tJaden, mattHeW ________________________740tH trans Co  
tobin, rYan ________________________________ 200tH en Co
troHKimoinen, sandi_______________________________JfHQ 
tvinnereim, aaron ________________ det 1, 740tH trans Co  
veal, mattHeW _______________________ det 2, 235tH mp Co 
Wells, KimberlY ___________________det 1, 1742nd trans Co 
Wolf, brandon ______________________ det 1, HHs 1/147tH fa 
ZubKo, steven_________________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa

teCHniCal sergeant (e-6)

Carda, paul __________________________________ 114tH svf
finCHer, CHarles _____________________________ 114tH lrs
fuCHs, JoHn __________________________________114tH mXs
ingle, Kodi ____________________________________ 114tH osf

  DeCorATIonS

  PromoTIonS
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steffen, CHristopHer _________________________ 114tH Ces

sergeant (e-5)

aKins, JoHn ___________________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa 
anderson, brent _____________________ det 3, 842nd en Co  
anderson, CorY _______________________ btrY a, 1/147tH fa 
berndt, terrY ________________________ det 3, 842nd en Co 
bertrand, mattHeW ____________________ 1742nd trans Co 
bobZien, KeitH ______________________________ 211tH en Co 
brandsrud, rustY __________________________ 211tH en Co  
butt, JoHn _____________________________ fsC, 153rd en bn 
Cap, melvin ________________________________ tng site det 
ClarK, Jerome ________________________ btrY a, 1/147tH fa 
Clement, louis ___________________________ 881st trp Cmd 
Cole, robert _________________________________ med Cmd 
Custer, brian ______________________________842nd en Co  
englund, bradleY __________________________ 200tH en Co 
fiddler, CHristopHer____________ HQ, 196tH regiment (rti) 
fisCHer miCHael _______________________ 1742nd trans Co 
fritCH, Jason ______________________________235tH mp Co
ginsbaCH, dustY ___________________________235tH mp Co
Hillmer, adam ________________________ det 3, 842nd en Co
JungWirtH, Jerad __________________________ 730tH asmC 
KavanaugH, torre __________________________235tH mp Co
Kivi, daniel ________________________________235tH mp Co
KieltY, trent _______________________________ 730tH asmC 
KienZle, KYle _________________________ det 3, 842nd en Co 
KoneCHne, martin _____________________det 1, 200tH en Co  
larsen, CHas ______________________________reC & ret bn 
leWno,  darin _______________________________ 211tH en Co 
liebl, JeffreY __________________________ fsC, 153rd en bn 
loHff, lee ___________________ 2nd bn, 196tH regiment (rti) 
marCuCCi, guY ________________________________147tH fsC 
meYer, James ___________________ det 1, btrY a, 2/147tH fa
meYer, lori ________________________________ 730tH asmC 
miles, bradleY __________________________ det 2, 147tH fsC 
miller, donald  _______________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa 
nedved, mattHeW  ______________________ 1742nd trans Co
nelson, lYnn________________________ det 1, HHs 1/147tH fa 
oliver, tamra _____________________________________JfHQ 
padgett, marion _______________________ btrY C, 1/147tH fa 
petersen, JefferY ______________________ det 1, 211tH en Co
ponCelet, marK ________________________ det 1, 211tH en Co
rHoades, Jason _______________________ btrY b, 1/147tH fa 
ruedebusCH, mattHeW ______________________ 200tH en Co 
sCHaefer, KeitH ____________________det 1, Co a, 139tH bsb 
sCHave, brYan _____________________________ 730tH asmC 
sCHurCH, sCott _________________________ det 2, 147tH fsC 
sCHut, gregorY _______________________________147tH fsC 
smitH, Jennifer ___________________ det 2, Co a, 139tH bsb 
soesbe, JordY _____________________________235tH mp Co
sorensen, donovan ______________ det 2, Co a, 1/112tH avn 
staHl, trent _______________________________235tH mp Co 
stoCKland, dana _________________________HHs, 1/147tH fa 
sWartos, Collin _______________________ 1742nd trans Co 
timmer, JeremY ____________________________235tH mp Co
turner, barrY _______________________________ 196tH meb 
WatKins, riCHard ___________________________235tH mp Co
Weger, aubreY _________________________ 147tH armY band 
WooCKman, emilY _______________________HsC, 153rd en bn
 

staff sergeant (e-5)

baCKer, Kurt _________________________________ 114tH Ces
erpenbaCH, JaCob _____________________________ 114tH Ces
greene, beCKY ________________________________114tH mdg
Horstman, Wade ______________________________ 114tH Ces
laufmann, lindsaY ____________________________ 114tH svf
lee, JosHua __________________________________114tH amXs
matson, CodY _________________________________ 114tH Ces
olson, levi ____________________________________ 114tH Cf
peterson, evan _______________________________ 114tH Ces
ross, eliZabetH ________________________________ 114tH fW
rYan, niCole __________________________________114tH mdg
smitH, timotHY ________________________________ 114tH sfs
starK, megan _________________________________ 114tH lrs
WeeldreYer, CHad _____________________________114tH mXs

basiC aviation badge

ssg Williamson, rYan _______________________ det 48, osa
sgt geranen, marie __________________________ det 48, osa
sgt KnoCK, rorie _____________________ Co C, 1/189tH av bn
sgt HumbraCHt, summer ______________ Co C, 1/189tH av bn
ssg martin, miCHael __________________ Co C, 1/189tH av bn
ssg mCCann, randall_________________ Co C, 1/189tH av bn
sgt mullen, tHia ________________det 2, HHC, 1/189tH av bn

governor’s tWentY tab

CW3 mCguire, James _______________________________ JfHQ
ssg moser, randall _______________________________ JfHQ
spC nelson, JosHua _______________________________ JfHQ
sgt patterson, niCHolas ___________ det 1, Co b, 139tH bsb
sgt spear, troY _______________________________ 82nd Cst
ssg tobin, rYan ____________________________ 200tH en Co
spC Wait, James _____________________________ 211tH en Co
tsgt WaJer, JeremY ___________________________ 114tH sfs
ltC WalKer, Harold _______________________________ JfHQ
sgt Wells, mattHeW ____________________ 1742nd trans Co
ssgt Witte, miCHael ___________________________ 114tH mXs
ssg ZolnoWsKY, riCHard _____________________730tH asmC
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Drug Demand reduction Program 
receives national award
By maj. Brendan murphy
state public affairs officer

WasHington, d.C. – south dakota national guard’s (sdng) drug demand reduction (ddr) program received national 
recognition, feb. 12, at the Community alcohol and drug Coalitions of america’s (CadCa) 19th annual national 
leadership forum award luncheon. 

this national award is given annually to the ddr program that is nominated by a community-based organization 
involved with CadCa. pam teany thomas from the rapid City schools adolescent substance abuse Coalition, 
nominated the sdng’s ddr program for their support to numerous area schools and community activities.

the supported activities include:  the red ribbon Campaign, safe and drug free schools Campaign, parents matter 
Campaign, stay on track, adolescent drug and alcohol prevention training, and the Youth to Youth Conference held at 
Camp rapid every year.

according to teany thomas, there are over 5,000 coalition members across the country, including parents, media 
and social services. the goal of these programs is “to create safe, healthy and drug-free communities,” said teany 
thomas. “it is amazing to gather 500 kids from north middle school in rapid City, to spell out the words ‘staY on 
traCK’ and have a sdng helicopter fly over to capture the moment.”

The DDR program in S.D. shows the local communities that this state is committed to excellence, and play a key 
role in the fight against drugs. 

“i am very proud of the hard work every member of my team has put into the ddr program,” stated lt. Col. 
Jeffrey Klosterman, the Counterdrug coordinator for the sdng. “We help facilitate youth involvement and it all comes 
down to the passionate and dedicated people in this program.”

the institute for educational leadership & evaluation, a project of the Chiesman foundation for democracy, inc. 
conducts annual surveys within the rapid City area 
schools and the results are tabulated and reported to 
the district and community annually. Here are some of 
those statistics on the fight against drugs (2001-2007):

ToBACCo uSe
•  53% decline for 7th graders

–  From 14% in 2001 to 6.6% in 2007
•  18% decline for high school students

–  From 36.7% in 2001 to 30.2% in 2007
AlCohol uSe
•  58% decline for 7th graders

–  From 18.2% in 2001 to 7.6% in 2007
•  18% decline for high school students

–  From 47% in 2001 to 33.6% in 2007
mArIjuAnA uSe
•  26% decline for 7th graders

–  From 6.2% in 2001 to 4.6% in 2007
•  28% decline for high school students

–  From 27.7% in 2001 to 19.9% in 2007
huFFInG
•  29% decline for 11th graders

–  From 6.6% in 2001 to 4.7% in 2007

the fight against drugs is alive and well, and the 
sdng ddr program is taking the necessary steps to 
partner with various organizations to provide a safe  
and drug-free environment throughout the state.

“the ddr program is an opportunity to provide 
education to kids in a fun way,” said Kristi palmer, 
the ddr noncommissioned officer in charge. “it is 
a way to reach many youth and hope they make the 
right choices throughout the rest of their lives.”

ArTIllery continued from pg. 17  
The unit also provided vehicle convoy security 

for U.S. military, coalition forces and government 
contractors. These daily convoys totaled more 
than two million combined miles. The battalion 
returned home in February 2005.

Charlie Battery of the 1st Battalion also 
conducted a non-typical artillery mission. 
Deployed in July 2005, 174 Soldiers performed 
police transition team missions with the Iraqi 
Police, conducting joint patrols, route security, 
reconnaissance missions, personnel and site 
security, and rescue and recovery missions within 
Baghdad and south into Kuwait.

The unit trained more than 1,000 Iraqi Police, 
creating stability in the southern and eastern 
strategic districts of Baghdad and enabled a 
district in the center of Baghdad to become the 
first to transition the responsibility of security to 
the Iraqi Police. Charlie Battery returned home in 
September 2006.

A new strategy from the Department of 
Defense would call for a surge in forces to help 
stabilize a fragile Iraqi government and military. 
To fulfill the need for more security forces, Bravo 
Battery, 1st Battalion would be called upon in 
October 2007.

While in Iraq, the Soldiers conducted a variety 
of security missions including the operation of 
a total of 1,900 hours of entry-traffic control 
points, 87 base-defense operations, 75 route-
security missions and 17 recovery missions for 
American government contractors. The unit also 
provided security for logistical supply convoys, 
driving a total of 396,000 miles as convoy escorts. 
Battery B returned home in October 2008. 

The TrAnSFormATIon

During the years of 2005-2008, the 
SDNG would again begin to transform 
its structure to meet the needs of an 

evolving federal and state mission. Threats of 
domestic terrorism and natural disasters would 
reshape the National Guard as a whole to better 
respond to national emergencies and homeland 
defense. Many Soldiers from the 147th Brigade 
volunteered to be part of a 200-personnel task 
force to support recovery operations following 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005. After Katrina, the 
artillery would see major changes to its organization. 

The 147th FA Brigade along with its 2nd 
Battalion would be reorganized into other units. 
The brigade would become the 196th Maneuver 
Enhancement Brigade and the 2nd Battalion 
would be re-designated as the 1st Battalion and 
139th Brigade Support Battalion.

For more than 100 years, the artillerymen 
of the South Dakota National Guard have 
defended their own nation’s freedom and 
those of other nations struggling to preserve 
it. Perhaps the phrases, “King of Battle” and 
“Pride of the Dakotas” give new meaning to this 
new generation of South Dakota artillery, who 
are ready and willing to perform any mission, 
anytime, anywhere.

nearly 500 children from north middle School in rapid 
City organized on their football field to form the words 
‘STAy on TrACK,’ signifying that they remained drug-
free and support being in a safe, healthy and drug-free 
school. (army photo by 1st sgt. donald matthews)

From left: Col. William Carle, Chief national Guard 
Bureau, j3-Counter Drug, lt. Col. jeffrey Klosterman, 
Counterdrug coordinator, Sgt. 1st Class Kristi Palmer, 
DDr nCoIC and Capt. Don johnson, DDr administrator, 
receive the national award for outstanding DDr program 
of the year at the 2009 Annual Community Alcohol and 
Drug Coalitions of America national leadership Forum 
Award luncheon. (photo by pam teany thomas)
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